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BIBLIcaL LEadErSHIp aFtEr MOSES: 
LESSONS tO BE LEarNEd 
By Rabbi Charles Simon
Through a series of essays and stories and with the 
aid of current Biblical and archeological research the 
author retells the stories of little known Biblical leaders 
raising questions about the nature of their leadership. 
In his preface, Dr. Ron Wolfson states, “This wonderful 
collection of essays offers principles of effective 
leadership for volunteers in any organization. … these 
principles of leadership are clearly and persuasively 
detailed in a highly readable and accessible format.” 
 

BuILdING SHaBBat cOMMuNIty – 
tHrOuGH MEaNINGFuL aLtErNatIVE 
prayEr SErVIcE ExpErIENcES: 
aN IMpLEMENtatION GuIdE 
This guide wisely meets people where they are. 
It does not assume knowledge of or comfort with 
the synagogue service, and yet has much to offer 
even veteran shul-goers. You will find helpful hints 
to synagogue choreography, suggestions that may 
enhance your experience of tefilah, and precious 
reassurance that your personal questions about 
prayer are widely-shared. 

 Dr. Arnold Eisen, Chancellor, Jewish Theological Seminary, NY, NY
The FJMC’s Learners‘ Minyan curriculum has met with great success at Temple 
Emanu-El. … All appreciated the step-by-step approach examining the various 
segments of the service. 
 Rabbi Hal Rudin-Luria, B’nai Jeshurun Congregation, Pepper Pike, OH

(The) interpretive service has created connections among our members that 
would otherwise never have occurred, including long-time members who had 
not come on Shabbat. 

 Rabbi Jeff Pivo, Congregation Beth Judea, Long Grove IL

Available for Kindle through links on the FJMC website

L E S S O N S  TO  B E  L E A R N E D

Biblical Leadership 
After Moses

A Project of the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs
YOU SHOULD ALSO READ:

Building a Successful Volunteer Culture 
by Rabbi Charles Simon 

“The book for which Jewish leadership has been waiting. Wise and practical, principled 
and realistic, deeply value driven and pragmatic…should be required reading for all 
organizational leadership – professional and volunteer…Important and highly useful.”  

RABBI IRWIN KULA
President, CLAL – The Nationals Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership

Jewish Men at the Crossroads
by Rabbi Charles Simon

“It’s often said that, when lost or at a crossroads, men refuse to ask for direction. They 
would rather stubbornly wander around or go the wrong way than admitting they need 
help. Here is a phenomenal GPS for men seeking a way forward. The Federation of Jewish 
Men’s Clubs has done it again – a terrific anthology of reflections on men’s issues that will 
enhance your relationship with others, with the community, with Judaism, and with yourself.” 

DR. RON WOLFSON
Fingerhut Professor of Education, American Jewish University; and author,  

Relational Judaism: Using the Power of Relationships to Transform the Jewish Community 
(Jewish Lights Publishing)

Understanding the Haftarot 
by Rabbi Charles Simon

“Rabbi Simon has provided a valuable contribution toward garnering spiritual meaning 
from our comprehensive Shabbat liturgy. Rather than viewing the Haftarah cycle as a 
random array of sacred texts, he has constructed a useful and inspiring framework. 
Combining historical context with thematic assessments, this volume brings the weekly 
Haftarah to life. Side-by-side with the Torah portion, these prophetic readings are intended 
both to elevate the soul and to strengthen our ties to Jewish Peoplehood, past and future.”

RABBI ALAN SILVERSTEIN
Current Chair of the Foundation for Masorti Judaism, Past President of both the 
Rabbinical Assembly and the World Council of Conservative/Masorti Synagogues

Rabbi Charles Simon
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Leadership - Innovation - Community

About the Interpretive Minyan

Jews love and cherish what has been handed down to us by our tradition, yet much of what we now 
cherish as traditional began as innovation. When times have changed, Judaism has changed with them, 
in sometimes surprising and novel ways. And when the familiar no longer registers as sacred, that very 
familiarity diminishes our capacity for transcendence. The psalmist urges us to new expressions of our faith, 
to interpret our yearning for sacred connection in new ways and in communal settings.

Our interpretive service has created connections among our members that would otherwise never have 
occurred, including long-time members who had not come on Shabbat. The participants learn in the 
context of a low-key group of friends. It is wonderful addition.

Rabbi Jeff Pivo
Congregation Beth Judea

Long Grove IL

Beth Israel Congregation held three sessions of the Interpretive Minyan in the fall 0f 2014. Twenty-forty 
people attended. Our participants were a mix of regulars tired of the normal service and participants 
who came to adult learning programs. We always sat in a circle and made it clear that questions 
were encouraged and conversation was welcome. The final 20-30 minutes was devoted to a text study 
focusing on the importance of community, personal growth and blessings in our lives. We really enjoyed 
the intimate setting and have received plenty of lovely feedback and requests to continue the program 
more regularly. 

Rabbi Rachel Blatt
Mr. Michael Freilich

Beth Israel Congregation
Owings Mills, MD

And Don’t Forget the Learner’s Service

The FJMC’s Learners‘ Minyan curriculum has met with great success at Temple Emanu-El. Participants  
included past congregation presidents, current officers and board members, as well as Shabbat morning 
“regulars,” and participants in our past and current conversion classes. All appreciated the step-by-step 
approach examining the various segments of the service. The intimate environment of the synagogue’s 
Library was conducive to learning and davening. The topics in the study guide stimulated enthusiastic 
inquiry and prompted people to ask questions that they had wondered about for years. Thank you for 
developing the program and for inviting us to serve as one of the pilot congregations. Congregants have 
already begun asking when we will continue these Learners’ Services!!

Rabbi Wayne Franklin
Temple Emanu-El

Providence, RI

The Learner’s Minyan pilot provided many with the opportunity to discuss in a larger group the prayers 
which are recited but not always closely studied. Participants ranged from Shabbat regulars to less 
frequent attendees. Participants ranged from Shabbat regulars to less frequent attendees. Our sessions 
met on Sunday morning affording the opportunity to not be hampered by time and allow writing and the 
usage of multi-media. We hope that the fruits of the class will result in more engaged worshipers at our 
Shabbat morning services.

Rabbi Hal Rudin-Luria
B’nai Jeshurun Congregation

Pepper Pike, OH

A publication of The Federation of
Jewish Men’s Clubs

Robert Braitman and Norm Kurtz

Forward by Dr. Arnold Eisen

An Implementation Guide

Building Shabbat Community

Leadership Innovation Community

Through Meaningful
Alternative Prayer
Service Experiences
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BuILd-a-paIr MOdEL tEFILLIN KIt

BuILd-a-paIr  
MOdEL tEFILLIN KItS

Teach the joy and mitzvah of tefillin to students and 
families together with the World Wide Wrap.

Kits include all construction materials (no woodworking 
required), a comprehensive program guide with 
educational outlines, timelines, teacher’s guide, 
construction manual, and promotional materials.

• Children write their Hebrew names and the 
Sh’ma, and insert them into model tefillin boxes.

• Glue, decorate, and insert the ribbon straps, tie 
knots, and start “wrappin”!

deadline to receive kits in time for the 
World Wide Wrap is 
Wednesday, January 20th for the February 7th, 2016 Wrap
Wednesday, January 18th for the February 5th, 2017 Wrap

 

Order pre-made kits online at 
www.worldwidewrap.org

FJMc aNNuaL prOGraMS



INVOLVING JEWISH MEN IN JEWISH LIFE  r  212-749-8100 www.fjmc.org  3

tEFILLIN

FJMc tefillin Standards
To determine if tefillin are kosher, the scribal work, the construction of the boxes, 
and the straps must be examined. FJMC’s Rabbi Simon’s practice is to check at least 
one pair of every dozen tefillin purchased in order to ensure their kashrut. For more 
information about tefillin, please go to our website at www.fjmc.org.

GIFt SEtS!

prOMOtING JEWISH 
OBSErVaNcE

MINyaN prIcING FOr tEFILLIN:

10 or more pair of Tefillin shipped to the same address receive 
discount and one free copy of the Ties That Bind DVD.

E-mail: international@fjmc.com or Call: 212-749-8100

Get tefillin, tefillin bag, DVD and 
pamphlet for a special price. 
See  WEBSITE for more information.

tEFILLIN

The wearing of tefillin is a continued catalyst 
for Jewish spiritual growth. It is also a highly 
personal act which serves to reinforce Jewish 
identity. The FJMC is dedicated to providing 
kosher tefillin at reasonable prices.

The FJMC offers five types of tefillin that can 
be customized for left or right-handed people 
of either Ashkenazi or Sephardi descent. 

tefillin Katan (2.5 cm)   
Gloss or Flat Finish  

tefillin Gadol (3.0 cm)  
Gloss or Flat Finish

deluxe tefillin (3.5 cm)   
Includes tefillin bag

tefillin Bag

to order visit our store at 
www.FJMc.org

First Thoughts: 
a tefillin Spiritual primer

A small meditative and motivational 
pamphlet that fits in your tefillin bag 
is included only with the purchase of 
gift sets while supplies last! 

SEE OrdEr SHEEt Or WEBSItE FOr prIcING!
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MEZuZOt prOMOtING JEWISH 
OBSErVaNcE

your Home is your 
Sanctuary 
By Shammai Engelmayer & 
Rabbi Charles Simon
This booklet describes the history 
and significance of placing a 
mezuzah on the doorposts of 
your home. It explains what 
constitutes a kosher mezuzah, 
where, when, and how it 
should be placed, and which 
blessings should be recited. The 
blessings are included in Hebrew 
and English, and in English 
transliteration.

Mezuzah

 

       sample script

WOrLd WIdE Wrap - SupEr BOWL SuNday
 FEBruary 7, 2016
 FEBruary 5, 2017 
The World Wide Wrap is an annual 
celebration of the mitzvah of tefillin. 
Wraps are held from Melbourne, Australia 
to Melbourne, Florida, literally circling 
the world in tefillin. The program is run 
entirely from www.worldwidewrap.org. 
Register to receive e-mail news to help 
maximize your Wrap participation and 
allow you to communicate directly with 
other congregations, exchange ideas and 
tips, report on your progress, and post 
photos about your Wrap on your club’s 
personal Wrap web page.    www.worldwidewrap.org
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SHOaH yELLOW caNdLE prOGraM
FJMc aNNuaL prOGraMS

Shoah yellow candle™
The FJMC Shoah Yellow CandleTM Program 
provides bulk purchases of candles to men’s 
clubs or brotherhoods, sisterhoods, synagogues, 
and schools.

The concept of a special yahrzeit candle was 
developed in 1980 by survivors of the Shoah. 
The candle’s purpose was to provide people 
with a familiar ritual to remember victims of the 
Shoah, in a meaningful home observance.

yom Ha Shoah dates:
Erev yom HaShoah is Wednesday May 4, 2016
yom HaShoah is Thursday, May 5, 2016
Erev yom HaShoah is Sunday, april 23, 2017
yom HaShoah is Monday, april 24, 2017
 
act early to take advantage of Early Bird Specials!
check website for shipment deadlines!
This is not amazon, please allow our volunteers time to ship your order. 

yellow candlestM may be obtained from the Federation of Jewish Men’s 
clubs with an order form, or by ordering directly from the www.fjmc.org 
yellow candle website.  See www.yellowcandles.org for:

“LIGHt a caNdLE, prESErVE a MEMOry”

SEE WEBSItE FOr prIcING!

VOLuNtEErING
Building a Successful Volunteer culture – Finding 
Meaning in Service in the Jewish community
by Rabbi Charles Simon
Highly acclaimed guide on how you develop and maintain the 
volunteers who are essential to the vitality of your synagogue, 
men’s club, similar organization and community.

program Ideas & History 
Marketing Materials & tips 

poetry & readings 
Order Forms
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tHE art OF JEWISH LIVING SErIES
tHE art OF JEWISH LIVING & rESOurcES

The art of Jewish Living Series 
By dr. ron Wolfson & The FJMc

The FJMC commissioned internationally acclaimed 
educator Dr. Ron Wolfson to create this series of 
outstanding books and guides that teach adults 
and families the meanings and skills of Jewish 
home observance:

• Shabbat: The Family Guide & its 
companion Shabbat Seder Booklet of 
blessings and songs

• Hanukkah: Family Guide

• passover: Family Guide

• A Time to Mourn, A Time to Comfort

Visit www.fjmc.org for links to a wide variety of e-reader formats and on-line 
outlets. Links to discounts on bulk purchases are also provided. 

The FJMC no longer stocks these books in its store.  

FJMc yad Shel chai – Hand of Life 
youth torah reader recognition award
Create a synagogue culture where young 
people & adults regularly read Torah at 
Shabbat services and Minyanim.

Present a Yad to those who read 18 (Chai) 
portions. 
Reward synagogue youth & adults for 
continuing to read Torah after B’nai 
Mitzvah. 
Simple to manage program - easy record keeping 
Enhance Torah Reading Skills. 
Encourage ongoing Torah Study.

Download the registration form and program documentation from the FJMC 
website - FREE!

For more information, e-mail:  yadShelchai@FJMc.org
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HEarING MEN’S VOIcES
rESOurcES FOr cONGrEGatIONaL LEadErSHIp

Jewish Men at the crossroads 
How do we explain the disappearance of men from the 
Jewish community? Why do so many of today’s Jewish men 
find their experience in the synagogue unfulfilling? Indeed 
why do they stay? Jewish Men at the Crossroads addresses 
these and other questions facing modern Jewish men — 
everything from intermarriage to co-parenting, sexual 
dysfunction to retirement, the role of men in a post-feminist 
world to the role of God in men’s lives. Jewish Men at the 
Crossroads is essential reading for today’s Jewish man.

Work and Worth
Groundbreaking essays and programs related to 
the significance of work in men’s lives. Includes 
structured program ideas to explore work-related 
topics in your community. Covers everything from 
identity issues, to workplace ethics, illness, and the 
loss of a job. Contributors range from doctors and 
lawyers, to rabbis and cabinetmakers.

Body and Spirit
Body and Spirit discusses health issues that concern men and provides tips on 
how to live healthier and happier lives.

Our Fathers / Ourselves
Our Fathers/Ourselves explores men’s roles in the Jewish family. Programs to help 
men better understand and strengthen their relationships with their fathers and 
sons are included.

Listening to God’s Voice
Listening to God’s Voice focuses on men’s spiritual lives and examines the 
different ways they connect with God. The essays and program activities range 
from close text study, to personal reflections. 
 
The diminishing role of Jewish Men in Jewish Life:  
addressing the challenge
There is a gender imbalance that is occurring in the general and 
specifically in the Jewish volunteer world.

a program Series Focusing on Men’s Issues

SEE OrdEr SHEEt Or WEBSItE FOr prIcING!
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uNdErStaNdING
rESOurcES FOr cONGrEGatIONaL LEadErSHIp

understanding the Haftarot – Everyperson’s Guide
Rabbi Charles Simon
Why do we read Haftarah? This stimulating and unusual book 
provides the reader with the context to understand how the the 
haftarot were organized, why they might have been selected 
and suggests reasons for finding meaning and value.

New! Selected Essays from the Book 
“understanding the Haftarot”
available in English, Spanish & French
Twenty-page pamphlets designed as “pew stuffers” with three blank pages, 
including the inside front cover, for your men’s club or synagogue to use with 
bookplate sized labels to promote yourselves and programs to readers who pick 
up the booklets to read. Sold only in bulk units of 25. 

Biblical Leadership after Moses: Lessons to be 
Learned
rabbi charles Simon

Building Shabbat community – 
Through Meaningful alternative 
prayer Service Experiences: 
an Implementation Guide
 
understanding Havdalah a 
Guide to the Week’s Beginning –  

rabbi charles Simon
Easy-to-follow instructions for the ceremony that 
concludes Shabbat and begins the new week. Full 
Hebrew text, translations, transliterations, explanations, 
history, and commentary. Includes a CD of Havdalah and 
Ma’ariv music.  
 
understanding Ma’ariv 

a Guide to Leading the Evening Service  
rabbi charles Simon
Includes full Hebrew text with musical notation side by side with English translation 
and transliteration. In-depth history and commentary on the service, with easy-to-
follow instructions and a CD.      

tz
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ph Understanding
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Haftarot

Everyperson’s Guide
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Rabbi Charles Simon

A Project of the
Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs

OutskirtsPress.org

Draft

haftarah-book_cover-mech-DRAFT  7/22/2012  10:58 PM  Page 1

L E S S O N S  TO  B E  L E A R N E D

Biblical Leadership 
After Moses

A Project of the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs
YOU SHOULD ALSO READ:

Building a Successful Volunteer Culture 
by Rabbi Charles Simon 

“The book for which Jewish leadership has been waiting. Wise and practical, principled 
and realistic, deeply value driven and pragmatic…should be required reading for all 
organizational leadership – professional and volunteer…Important and highly useful.”  

RABBI IRWIN KULA
President, CLAL – The Nationals Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership

Jewish Men at the Crossroads
by Rabbi Charles Simon

“It’s often said that, when lost or at a crossroads, men refuse to ask for direction. They 
would rather stubbornly wander around or go the wrong way than admitting they need 
help. Here is a phenomenal GPS for men seeking a way forward. The Federation of Jewish 
Men’s Clubs has done it again – a terrific anthology of reflections on men’s issues that will 
enhance your relationship with others, with the community, with Judaism, and with yourself.” 

DR. RON WOLFSON
Fingerhut Professor of Education, American Jewish University; and author,  

Relational Judaism: Using the Power of Relationships to Transform the Jewish Community 
(Jewish Lights Publishing)

Understanding the Haftarot 
by Rabbi Charles Simon

“Rabbi Simon has provided a valuable contribution toward garnering spiritual meaning 
from our comprehensive Shabbat liturgy. Rather than viewing the Haftarah cycle as a 
random array of sacred texts, he has constructed a useful and inspiring framework. 
Combining historical context with thematic assessments, this volume brings the weekly 
Haftarah to life. Side-by-side with the Torah portion, these prophetic readings are intended 
both to elevate the soul and to strengthen our ties to Jewish Peoplehood, past and future.”

RABBI ALAN SILVERSTEIN
Current Chair of the Foundation for Masorti Judaism, Past President of both the 
Rabbinical Assembly and the World Council of Conservative/Masorti Synagogues

Rabbi Charles Simon
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Leadership - Innovation - Community

About the Interpretive Minyan

Jews love and cherish what has been handed down to us by our tradition, yet much of what we now 
cherish as traditional began as innovation. When times have changed, Judaism has changed with them, 
in sometimes surprising and novel ways. And when the familiar no longer registers as sacred, that very 
familiarity diminishes our capacity for transcendence. The psalmist urges us to new expressions of our faith, 
to interpret our yearning for sacred connection in new ways and in communal settings.

Our interpretive service has created connections among our members that would otherwise never have 
occurred, including long-time members who had not come on Shabbat. The participants learn in the 
context of a low-key group of friends. It is wonderful addition.

Rabbi Jeff Pivo
Congregation Beth Judea

Long Grove IL

Beth Israel Congregation held three sessions of the Interpretive Minyan in the fall 0f 2014. Twenty-forty 
people attended. Our participants were a mix of regulars tired of the normal service and participants 
who came to adult learning programs. We always sat in a circle and made it clear that questions 
were encouraged and conversation was welcome. The final 20-30 minutes was devoted to a text study 
focusing on the importance of community, personal growth and blessings in our lives. We really enjoyed 
the intimate setting and have received plenty of lovely feedback and requests to continue the program 
more regularly. 

Rabbi Rachel Blatt
Mr. Michael Freilich

Beth Israel Congregation
Owings Mills, MD

And Don’t Forget the Learner’s Service

The FJMC’s Learners‘ Minyan curriculum has met with great success at Temple Emanu-El. Participants  
included past congregation presidents, current officers and board members, as well as Shabbat morning 
“regulars,” and participants in our past and current conversion classes. All appreciated the step-by-step 
approach examining the various segments of the service. The intimate environment of the synagogue’s 
Library was conducive to learning and davening. The topics in the study guide stimulated enthusiastic 
inquiry and prompted people to ask questions that they had wondered about for years. Thank you for 
developing the program and for inviting us to serve as one of the pilot congregations. Congregants have 
already begun asking when we will continue these Learners’ Services!!

Rabbi Wayne Franklin
Temple Emanu-El

Providence, RI

The Learner’s Minyan pilot provided many with the opportunity to discuss in a larger group the prayers 
which are recited but not always closely studied. Participants ranged from Shabbat regulars to less 
frequent attendees. Participants ranged from Shabbat regulars to less frequent attendees. Our sessions 
met on Sunday morning affording the opportunity to not be hampered by time and allow writing and the 
usage of multi-media. We hope that the fruits of the class will result in more engaged worshipers at our 
Shabbat morning services.

Rabbi Hal Rudin-Luria
B’nai Jeshurun Congregation

Pepper Pike, OH

A publication of The Federation of
Jewish Men’s Clubs

Robert Braitman and Norm Kurtz

Forward by Dr. Arnold Eisen

An Implementation Guide

Building Shabbat Community

Leadership Innovation Community

Through Meaningful
Alternative Prayer
Service Experiences

Available for 
Kindle  through 
links on the FJMC 
website.
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GuIdES
INtErMarrIaGE 
concepts and Strategies for Families and Synagogue Leaders
If family members and community leaders wish to become 
engaged in the process of Keruv they often need to ask, “Does 
Keruv have an ideology and theology? And if so what is it?” 
Then they need to learn how to respond to intermarriage from 
the perspective of both gender and religion. This publication 
reflects the most current thinking about intermarriage to date 
and provides family members and community leaders with 
the understanding to effectively work with intermarrieds or 
potential intermarrieds. 

 
New! Engaging the Non-Jewish Spouse:  
Strategies for clergy and Lay Leadership
This common-sense publication can be used by any synagogue 
seeking to adjust to demographic change as a blueprint for 
discussion and planning. It provides a step-by-step guide to 
inclusion taking into consideration the unique culture of each 
community. It suggests questions that should be discussed by a 
synagogue’s leadership and serves as tool to further engage and 
guide a Boards of Directors.  

Books are also available at a 10% discount when ordering six (6) or more copies at a time. 

 
New! My Child is About to … A Facilitator’s Guide
As congregations learn to be more welcoming the conversation shifts to parents 
who are seeking guidance because of the choices their children are making.

The Guide provides questions and answers for facilitators to help parents with 
adult childrenwho have or are about to marry someone from another religious 
tradition, understand how to establish relationships that embrace living Jewishly.

 
KEruV paMpHLEtS – Rabbi Charles Simon

children from Intermarried Families:  
religious Schools confronting the challenge 
 
congregations & Intermarrieds – Implicit or complicit
   
 Price (Set of 7): $10.00   Or download from www.fjmc.org

KEruV
FaItH aNd FaMILy

SEE OrdEr SHEEt Or WEBSItE FOr prIcING!

Concepts and Strategies 
for Families and 
Synagogue Leaders

A Project of The Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs

Intermarriage

A publication of the Federation of 
Jewish Men’s Clubs, Keruv Initiative

d

Rabbi Charles Simon has enriched us all in helping us to confront mixed-
faith marriages, an undeniable sociological reality in contemporary 
Jewish life.  This is a difficult issue for everyone concerned, and some will 
prefer other approaches to deal with it, but everyone will benefit from 
Rabbi Simon’s straightforward acknowledgement of the reality and his 
suggestions for responding to it.  

Dr. Elliot Dorff, Chair Committee on Jewish Law and Standards of the 
Rabbinical Assembly, Rector, American Jewish University 

d

“Rabbi Simon has been an indefatigable proponent of change in how the 
Masorti community deals with intermarriage.  In this volume, he describes 
the importance of treating non-Jewish spouses of synagogue communities 
with respect and sensitivity.  His common-sense position is that non-Jewish 
spouses of synagogue members are part of our Jewish community. Jewish 
tradition, as well as the desire for vibrant synagogues, demands that we 
develop new approaches to engage these individuals. The Pew Research 
Center’s recent report, “A Portrait of Jewish Americans,” makes clear 
that the demography of American Jewry has changed.  Although some 
interpret the Pew findings as negative, in fact, they make clear that the 
Jewish population is expanding and one reason is that the children of 
intermarried parents increasingly receive Jewish education and choose to 
be Jewish. Rabbi Simon has provided guidance about how to support these 
intermarried families.  The volume begins a conversation that should be 
engaged in every congregation.” 

Dr. Leonard Saxe, Director of the Cohen Center for Jewish Studies,  
Brandeis University. 

d

Rabbi Chuck Simon continues to push the envelope on inclusivity and 
outreach with a sensitivity to the diversity of our kehillot and the need for 
deep lay-clergy partnership.  The Guide contains historical background, 
references the most current sociological data and offers specific guidance 
for developing a synagogue action plan.  A must for all who care about the 
future of Conservative Judaism.  

Rabbi Leonard Gordon, Congregation Mishkan Tefila; Chair,  
Kehilla Strengthening and Transformation Committee, USCJ

ENGAGING THE NON-JEWISH SPOUSE
STRATEGIES FOR CLERGY AND LAY LEADERSHIP  

Rabbi Charles Simon
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ENGaGEMENt
rESOurcES FOr cONGrEGatIONaL LEadErSHIp

New!  

creating a Minyan of comfort 
Hazzan Steven Stoeher
A joint project of the FJMC and the Cantors 
Assembly, this guide was designed to provide 
volunteers with the needed, halachic, ritual and 
social skills to lead a Shiva Minyan in a meaningful 
comforting manner. Graduates of the course are 
entitled to receive a certificate of completion from 
the FJMC & the Cantors Assembly. (See the FJMC 
website for details.)

The guide addresses the different comfort levels of 
mourners, desired logistics to create the appropriate 
mood as well as customs that take place at the 
conclusion of Shiva. 
 
Bulk Sales: A discount is available for the purchase of ten (10) or more copies.

For sale in the FJMC website store at: www.fjmc.org

New!  
 
a Guide to Introducing a Meditative Experience in congregations. 
Joint projects of the FJMc and the cantors assembly.
contributors: Hazzan Joanna S. dulkin; Mia Haber; rabbi aubrey L. 
Glazer; rabbi K’vod Wieder

What do I need to know to create a meditation Minyan? Is there a difference 
between a meditation Minyan and a Yoga Minyan? How do we select an instructor? 
Are meditation minyanim authentically Jewish? These are some of the questions 
that the guide poses in a question and answer format, supplemented by a series of 
meaningful informative essays. A great resource and tool to provide people who 
ordinarily wouldn’t attend Shabbat morning services with a Shabbat experience.  

Available for free download as a PDF on the FJMC website at: www.fjmc.org 

For more information about the Cantors Assembly visit their website at  
www.cantors.org. 

Creating a Minyan of Comfort
Hazzan Steven Stoehr

A Joint Program of

Leadership Innovation Community

Other FJMC Materials
FJMC books & CDs are available through its website store at www.fjmc.org. Books 

marked with an asterisk * are available in electronic form (i.e. – Kindle or Nook) 
through links on its website at www.fjmc.org.

Understanding Ma’ariv: Book & CD
Guide to leading and participating in the evening service. Includes full Hebrew text 
with musical notation side-by-side with English translation and transliteration.

Understanding Havdalah: Book & CD
Designed to teach anyone, even with minimal Hebraic skills, to chant Havdalah, the 
ceremony that separates Shabbat from the rest of the week. Includes full Hebrew 
text, translations and transliterations. Traditional music and the music of composer 
Debbie Friedman z’l.

Intermarriage: Concepts and Strategies for Families and Synagogue Leaders*

Engaging the Non-Jewish Spouse: Strategies for Clergy and Lay Leadership*

Jewish Men at the Crossroads*
Addresses issues facing modern Jewish men — everything from intermarriage to 
co-parenting, sexual dysfunction to retirement, and the role of men in a post-feminist 
world to the role of God in men’s lives.

Understanding The Haftarot: Everyperson’s Guide*

Hearing Men’s Voices Series
Series designed to stimulate discussions and involvement in structured program 
activities on their topics in your community.

Work and Worth
Essays and programs related to the significance of work in men’s lives. Identity 
issues, to workplace ethics, illness, and the loss of a job.

Body and Spirit
Health issues that concern men. Tips on how to live healthier and happier lives.

Our Fathers/Ourselves
Explores men’s roles in the Jewish family. Better understand and strengthen 
relationships between fathers and sons.

Listening to God’s Voice
Focus on men’s spiritual lives and the different ways they connect with God. 

Other Cantors Assembly Materials
The Cantors Assembly offers CDs, DVD’s, and educational materials for sale on its 

website at www.cantors.org. 
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Synagogue Fundraising Opportunity

In addition to the individual Haftarot, the FJMC also provides a 
fabulous synagogue fundraising opportunity:  a complete Sefer 
Haftarah, which includes the full year’s Haftarot, plus all Holidays and 
Special Shabbatot.

Nearly 10 FJMC-affiliated congregations have already embarked on this 
communal journey.

Might your community be next? 

please call us, at 212-749-8100, for more information.

HaNdWrIttEN HaFtarOt

 The FJMC offers the opportunity 
to purchase a handwritten 
Haftarah from one of the finest 
scribes in Israel.  This is a unique 
gift that will become part of your 
family’s legacy for years to come.

The Haftarah is written on Torah parchment, 
with vowels (nekudot)and cantillation 
(trop) marks. The individual parchment 
scroll contains either the weekly or holiday 
Haftarah portion, and can be customized to 
accommodate your family’s own personal 
dedications.*

Each individual Haftarah requires up 
to 6 weeks for delivery.

please call us, at 212-749-8100, for 
more information.

a unique Gift to celebrate your Lifecycle Event
commemorate and celebrate that special occasion – Bar- or Bat Mitzvah,
Wedding, Birth, Graduation, Ordination or other milestone

r

prOMOtING JEWISH 
OBSErVaNcE

*Esther, Shir HaShirim (Song of Songs), Ruth, Eicha, and Kohelet are also available, as is 
a scroll of all the haftarot. Call for prices. Please contact the FJMC Office to determine 
inscription, dates, and dedication. (we require a minimum of 6 weeks for individual  
haftarot and megillot)
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