
In 2004, we decided to revitalize our Yom Ha Shoah Yellow Candle Program, 
dedicating donations to a program to benefit Israeli citizens.  In the past, 
donations would be used to support Holocaust rememberance and educational 
programs.  However, we were, unfortunately, losing support from our 
congregation and community. 
 
A planning meeting was held by our Men’s Club in December of 2003, and 
committee members decided on a new broader theme for our project:  
Remembering the Past, Protecting our Future. 
 
After review and discussion of several worthwhile programs providing assistance 
to Israel, our committee chose the “SOS” Project-Saving Our Soldiers as the 
recipient of our 2004 Yom Ha Shoah candle donations.  Saving Our Soldiers 
provides funding for bulletproof vests worn by Israeli soldiers, who courageously 
risk their lives on a daily basis in the war against terrorism.  They carry on the 
tradition of heroism, faith, sacrifice, and hope exemplified by Jews throughout 
Europe during World War II.  Their memory lives on in those who continue to 
protect the right of religious freedom and promote peace and harmony among 
peoples of all nationalities and religious convictions. 
 
We published articles in our bulletin and community newspapers promoting the 
project to our synagogue members and community. 
Additionally, our Rabbi wrote a cover letter, that was distributed with the candles,     
to all members of our congregation. 
 
In addition to the SOS program, we sponsored a breakfast program on Sunday, 
April 27, 2004.  Our guest speaker, Peter Gilbert, a British World War II historian, 
gave an informative presentation regarding the Jewish community in Britain 
during the war.  
 
Our objective for our 2004 Yom Ha Shoah Program was to generate new and 
diverse interest, by broadening the scope and perspective of the rememberance 
program, providing a connection between the past and the present and by 
making the event significant and meaningful to Jews of all generations.             
 
Beth El ner Tamild’s Men’s Club 2004 Yom Ha Shoah Program was a huge 
success.  We raised more than $2,000, after expenses, to donate to the SOS 
Fund.  Our past programs had, traditionally, lost money or broke even. 
As an added benefit, we now have new volunteers eager to package candles for 
this year’s event. 
 
This year, of Yom Ha Shoah program will be funding contributions to Magen 
David Adom, Israel’s first line of defense for emergency support for medical 
disasters, ambulance and blood bank services. 
We are looking forward to another successful year. 


