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Club Name & Club Number -  BETH TIKVAH MEN’S CLUB 
 
Entry Title -  “MARRIED OUT  but not OPTED OUT” 
 
Contact Person – MOE HORENFELDT 
 
Contact Person Email – mhorenf@idirect.com 
 
Contact Person Telephone Number – 905-508-0135 
 
Will the entry be submitted by email or paper?  E-mail 
 
Submission Identifier Code supplied in a response to your first email: 198 
Full Title for Entry (80 characters maximum): Married Out but not Opted Out  
     Keruv Initiative at Beth Tikvah Synagogue 
Entry Category: KERUV 
 
Contact Person to be listed on Torch Award CD: MOE HORENFELDT 
Email address to be listed on Torch Award CD: mhorenf@idirect.com 
 
Club number & Club name: #430 Beth Tikvah Men’s Club 
 
Number of club members: 290 
 
Synagogue name, city and state: Beth Tikvah Synagogue, Toronto, Ontario 
 
Club President name (at time of entry): Harvey Mandel 
Club President name (at time of convention): Harvey Mandel 
 
Person preparing entry:  Moe Horenfeldt  
Email address of person preparing entry: mhorenf@idirect.com 
Date of entry submission:  April 16, 2007-04-16 
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PROGRAMME SUMMARY 
 
 

Following the introduction of the concept of “KERUV” at the 2001 FJMC Convention in 
Toronto, we began preparations for the format of the programme at our Shul. We wrote up the 
protocol and description, with the guidance of our Rabbi, Wayne Allen, and submitted that 
document to the FJMC. That plan was published in the “Let’s Talk About It” text (Page 75-76) 
and need not be restated here. The name chosen for the group was Rabbi Allen’s idea, since it 
described exactly what the issue is, and what our attitude ought to be. “MARRIED OUT but not 
OPTED OUT”. 
 
The first meeting drew about two dozen parents, relatives and friends of inter-dating or inter-
married kids. We each had the opportunity to discuss why we were attending and what our 
expectations were. In fact, none of us really new what to expect, but we were relieved to see as 
many attendees as presented, and to realize, we were not alone. It was also new ground for all of 
us, because, as a result of this meeting we were able to formulate a “path forward” in our 
relationship to our families, and indeed to one another. 
 
We decided to have monthly meetings, as a group, and to meet at the Synagogue, since we felt 
that the Shul was our second home, and we were pleased that the congregational professional 
staff, and lay leadership supported our programme. We wanted to have a “Professional” 
facilitator, to mediate the meetings, and for the first year starting in the fall of 2002, we had a 
variety of Facilitators, including the Programme Director of Temple Sinai (A Reform Temple), 
our Synagogue School Principle (An Orthodox Rabbi) a Psychiatrist, a Sociologist, and various 
Social Workers from the Jewish Family and Child Services.  
 
In the second year we contracted a PhD. Social Worker, who teaches at the University of 
Toronto, and whose specialty is Conflict Resolution.  Dr. Andrea Litvack has been our 
professional facilitator at our monthly meetings, with few exceptions. Our own Rabbi Allen is 
invited, once each year, to speak on specific issues. This past year he offered insights into 
“Grand-Parenting children of an Interfaith Marriage”. He has spoken on “Passover Seders” with 
interfaith families, as well as many other Halachic issues, when interfaith families are involved. 
Our discussions are open to anyone who wishes to attend, regardless of their affiliation or even 
their faith. We service all of the Greater Toronto Area, and draw participants from many different 
Jewish and non-Jewish sources. 
 
We use our own Beth Tikvah publications, both the weekly Shabbat announcements, and the 
monthly Bulleting, as well as the Canadian Jewish News, a National Paper, widely read, and 
word of mouth, to publicize the meetings. We distribute brochures at local libraries, and book-
stores to help get the word out. Our meetings draw from one dozen to more than two dozen 
participants each month.  
 
We know that we are making a profound difference in the way we deal with the issue, as 
individual families, and as a congregation. Rabbi Allen refers families to the group, and we refer 
individuals to him for more intensive counsel – a remarkable partnership. We have been meeting 
for five years, and our next step will be to form a second group, to act as a support and counseling 
group for those who are interdating, or intermarried.  
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

MARRIED OUT BUT NOT OPTED OUT  
 

 
Beth Tikvah is proud to host a monthly meeting for individuals, 
parents, grand-parents, and family or friends of inter-dating, or 
inter-married couples, and those who would like support or 
information,  
or would like to help those in similar circumstances. We share 
experiences, share solutions, and offer support, to our 
attendees. Our discussions are discreet, and confidential. The 
meetings are attended by a professional facilitator.  
 
Our next meeting for the coming season is at Beth Tikvah 
Synagogue, 3080 Bayview Ave, Willowdale, on Monday, October 
8, 2007, at 8:00 p.m. Light refreshments are served. There is no 
charge, and non-members are welcome. 
 
For more information, please call Moe Horenfeldt (in confidence) 
905-508-0135 or e-mail mhorenf@idirect.com. 
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SELF ASSESSMENT 
 

Our success can be measured by the number of members who refer friends, and relatives 
to our group for support and counselling, and by the referrals we send to Rabbi Allen, and 
those he sends to the group. Our group members, who have “graduated” will sometimes 
return when an issue presents, to ask for help from the other members. 
 
Additionally, our congregation, which is know for being somewhat Conservadox, has 
become known for the way it makes welcome those families who are troubled by Keruv 
issues, and are seeking  solutions to their challenges. Finally, we have been “operating” 
for five years. 
Our Annual booklet summarizes the group: 
 

MARRIED OUT BUT NOT OPTED OUT 
 
We are a group of parents, grand-parents, uncles, aunts, cousins and friends, who have concerns about a Jewish person 
who is either about to marry, or is married to someone who is not Jewish. Our goal is to offer support, creative ideas, 
and Jewish solutions to the challenges that inter-marriage, and inter-dating poses. 
 
We have the assistance of competent facilitators, at our monthly meetings, and we try to offer advice on how to keep 
the Jewish partner “close” and remaining Jewish, and to encourage the non-Jewish partner to either become Jewish, or 
at least, to support their spouse and  children, (the results of the union), to remain within the “Tent” of Judaism. 
 
By meeting together as a group, we learn from each other, since what works for one may work for another, and more 
importantly, we are made aware of how to deal with our own anxieties about our kids, grandchildren, and friends. We 
have learned not to be judgmental, since so many of us have someone close to us, and perhaps, those that don’t are 
truly lucky. 
 
We learn techniques in dealing with uncomfortable situations, like dealing with kids, who love us, but have fallen in 
love with a “nice person” who is not Jewish. We learn what language might be better than other words, which might 
not be advisable. 
 
Above all we are learning how to speak to our inter-dating kids, grandchildren, or friends, so that they feel welcomed, 
free to express their feelings, while still respecting our beliefs and feelings. At the same time, we may also learn how to 
make our homes, our families, and our synagogue, a warmer, more encouraging place for our Jewish families. 
 
This year we are hoping to have a meeting of those folks who are either inter-dating, or are considering an 
intermarriage, to explore the issues common to any marriage, and the special issues which might arise in these special 
cases. We want to encourage their Jewish continuity, and offer counselling, where there is none. 
 
Beth Tikvah is proud of our programme, based on, and supported by the “KERUV” initiative of our own Beth Tikvah 
Men’s Club and the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs. We are now entering our fifth year of facilitated meetings, and 
have many “graduates”, some of whom come back to let us know their progress, to share their experience, and  by 
relating their successes, and cautions, help our “freshman” with useful information. 
 
For more information call Moe Horenfeldt (in confidence) 905-508-135  
or mhorenf@idirect.com.. 
 
 

Monday evenings at 8:00 p.m. 
October 16, November 20, and December 11, 2006 

January 15, February 12, March 12, April 16, and May 28, 2007 
 
 


