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Part I.   Identification Information  

 

Submission Identifier Code:  204/205 

Full Title for Entry(s):   

(1)World Wide Wrap Inspired Tefillin Teaching Module Resource Center and 

(2)World Wide Wrap VI (2006) Program 

Entry Category:  Category 1 “FJMC Programs” 

Contact Person to be listed on Torch Award CD:  Donald Grenadir 

E-mail address to be listed on Torch 

Award: executivedirector@mishkantefila.com 

Club number and club name:  717; Brotherhood of Congregation Mishkan Tefila 

Number of club members:  148 

Synagogue name, city and state:   

Congregation Mishkan Tefila 

300 Hammond Pond Parkway, 

Chestnut Hill, MA   02467 

Club President(s) name (at time of entry): 

Peter Matisow and Terry Patinkin, Co-Presidents 

Club President(s) name (at time of convention):  Terry Patinkin and Russ Stein 

Person preparing entry:  Donald Grenadir 

E-mail address of person preparing entry:  kpip@rcn.com 

Date of entry submission:  April 12, 2007 

 

  



Part II.   Summary / Press Release  

  

IIa.  Summary Information:  In conjunction with our WWW-VI Program, our 

Brotherhood envisioned, designed, and created a dedicated “Tefillin Teaching 

Module” in order to serve the needs of the congregation and the religious school 

students throughout the year.   It is situated to the right of the bimah,  where we 

daven the weekday Shacharit service, and, as such, is available for use in the 

privacy and sanctity of the chapel where congregants can come to review, 

learn more, and teach their children about the halachot and mitzvah of tefillin. 

 The module is mobile and can be wheeled into a classroom.  Among its 

contents is a DVD player, a variety of DVDs, books, handouts, pamphlets and a 

large (300% increase in dimensions), accurate replica of a pair of tefillin, 

complete with an attached, laminated card identifying the tefillin components 

and contents. 

 

IIb.  Press Release Body with Title:  A February Sunday Morning in Boston can be 

made warmer when you wrap yourself in the Mitzvah of Tefillin: The Sixth Annual 

World Wide Wrap (WWW-VI) 

             

(Newton, MA)  The Brotherhood of Congregation Mishkan Tefila was proud to 

participate in the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs 6th Annual World Wide 

Wrap.  This is a day that the Federation has designated in order to encourage, 

facilitate, learn and teach about the mitzvah of tefillin (phylacteries).  We took 

special strength in recognizing that on this day there were other Jews who were 

acutely aware of us as they donned tefillin and davened the Morning service, 

each in his own place, at the appropriate time. 

  

A Special Shacharit Service was held in the Sanctuary of CMT on Sunday 

morning, February 5, 2006 at 9:45am.  Some people arrived thirty minutes earlier 

to the Coppelman/Clarke Social Hall where Brotherhood members greeted 

them and offered kindly, respectful advice on the appropriate way to put on 

tefillin.  The students from the upper grades of the Religious School also arrived 

early in order to learn.  A new “Tefillin Teaching Module” had been introduced to 

the congregation two weeks before this event.  Congregants were able to use 

the varied contents and modalities of the module in the privacy and sanctity of 

the chapel where they could review, learn more, and teach their children about 

the mitzvot of tefillin. 

  

The service was led by Brotherhood members Jonathan Delatizsky and Daniel 

Kimmel, and featured brief words by a congregant, Donald Grenadir who 

related a Midrash based on a series of miraculous events that befell a co-

congregant and his tefillin from Israel.  Rabbi Pritzker, who also serves as the New 

England region Rabbi for the Federation, explained the mitzvot of tefillin and 

mezuzah; Dr. Davin Wolok, the Ritual Director, told how tefillin are made and 

worn; and Dr. Stephen Simon, the Religious School Director, discussed references 

in the Talmud to tefillin.  A delicious Kiddush followed the service.   

 



This year the WWW–VI committee took joy in sharing our enthusiasm and 

experiences with Rabbi Dov Vogel, and the congregation of The Great 

Synagogue, of  Stockholm, Sweden; and Rabbi Dario Feiguin, of Communidad 

Amijai, Buenos Aires, Argentina and his congregation; and Rabbi Claudio 

Jordokovsky, of  The Conservative Synagogue, Bogotá, Columbia; and Rabbi 

Ron Hoffberg, of the Masorti Community of the Czech Republic (Praha), Prague, 

Czech Republic.  We look forward to continuing our relationship with these 

Rabbis and their congregants in the future.   

  

The Brotherhood plans to continue the opportunity to perform mitzvot that was 

afforded to us through our participation in the World Wide Wrap. We have 

distributed 18 tzdakah (charity) collection boxes to each class room in the 

Religious School, and to various sites in the Synagogue.  The money that we 

collect will be sent to Rabbi Charles Simon,  

Executive Director of the Federation, who will use it to donate mezuzot to South 

American Jewish families in need. Thereby, our congregants of many ages can 

perform the related mitzvoth of tefillin and mezuzah. Our students can learn 

about the role of the sofer (scribe), the value and purpose of tzdakah, and the 

need for daily attention to the daily performance of good actions. 

  

Why did we participate in the sixth annual World Wide Wrap?  We, as Jews living 

amidst the Nations of the earth, are told that Tefillin are Israel’s strength as it is 

written “And all the nations of the earth shall see that G-d’s name is called upon 

you…” (Davarim 28:10,  Berachos 6a).  The Rambam says: Tefillin are extremely 

holy.  While wearing them on his head and arm, a man has humility and fear of 

heaven; he will not be frivolous, nor speak idle talk, nor does he think bad 

thoughts.  Rather he meditates on truth and righteous. (Hilchos Tefillin 4:25). 

 

Person writing “Press Release”/”Summary Information”: 

Donald Grenadir, M.D. 

Vice-President, Brotherhood  

Congregation Mishkan Tefila 

300 Hammond Pond Parkway 

Chestnut Hill,  Newton  MA  02467 

 

Tel. No:   1-617-332-7770 

E-mail:    Kpip@rcn.com  

  

Contact Information for Temple Bulletin: 

Laurie DiBella 

Congregation Mishkan Tefila 

300 Hammond Pond Parkway 

Chestnut Hill, Newton  MA  02467 

 

Tel. No:  1-617-332-7770 

E-mail:  executivedirector@mishkantefila.com  

  



Contact Information for submission of “Press Release” 

(1)    Hinda Mandell  

        The Jewish Advocate 

        15 School Street 

         Boston, Ma  02108 

       Tel. No: 1-617-367-9100 

  

(2)   Gail Spector 

       The Newton Tab 

       254 Second Avenue 

       Needham,  MA 02494 

       Tel. No:  1-617-969-9100 

  

 

Part III.   Self Assessment of Entry 

 

1. Assessment of program procedural completeness and achievement of 

program goals 

  

We believe that we have completely followed appropriate procedures in the 

presentation to the Executive Board, and subsequently, to the General 

Membership of the Brotherhood of Congregation Mishkan Tefila,  the purpose, 

concept, design, estimated costs, and possible sources of funding for the new, 

WWW inspired, dedicated  “Tefillin Teaching Module.  After I received 

appropriate approval for the project, as chairman of the WWW-VI committee, 

We met, at a single session, with the Rabbi, Executive Director, Cantor, Ritual 

Director, Religious School Director, Youth Director, and Nursery School Director in 

order to insure that we all understood to purpose, scope, and utility of the 

proposal.  We were thus able to answer questions, entertain the participants’ 

ideas, achieve consensus, transmit my enthusiasm, and gain a commitment from 

each individual to participate in the World Wide Wrap program.  

  

Documents that are submitted in Part IV will support our assertions and describe 

our efforts. 

  

2. Explain your presentation and document its completeness 

  

The “Tefillin Teaching Module” was built from the IKEA EFFEKTIV Storage Series.  It 

is medium brown, and matches the color and style of the bimah in our chapel.  It 

has a base with lockable castors.  Upon it sits two draws, each with cushioned 

blue velvet liners.  Upon this is attached an armoire cabinet, with two interior 

shelves and two exterior doors which each open wide and traverse 270 degrees, 

so that the inside surface of the doors can display information.  The front surface 

each door is decorated by a gold bordered, marbleized green plaque on which 

are engraved a four-headed shin and a three-headed shin. These are situated 

on the left and right door, respectively.  On the lower interior shelf of the cabinet 

is a blue velvet cloth with gold fringed trimmings, and front facing gold letters 



describing that the module is a gift from the Congregation Mishkan Tefila 

Brotherhood New-England Region Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs and was 

donated on February 5th, 2006 in conjunction with the World Wide Wrap 

program.  There are horizontal handles on each exterior side of the cabinet; 

these are used when the module is moved.  On the back of the cabinet, there is 

an electric cord bracket. 

 

The module contains: a DVD player and a chain attached to the remote-control; 

a variety of DVD’s, including both versions of “The Ties That Bind”: a variety of 

books (which are also attached to the module by long chains), including “Tefillin: 

an illustrated guide” by Dovid Oratz (Feldheim Publishers); pamphlets and 

booklets produced by the Brotherhood WWW committee; handouts (in Hebrew 

and English) of the passages written in the tefillin.  On top of the module sit an 

accurate replica of a pair of tefillin; these are approximately 300% enlarged. 

 Attached to the shel yad and shel rosh are separate laminated cards, which 

detail the names of the parts of the tefillin.  On the interior side of each door of 

the cabinet are large black and white diagrams, which clearly and sequentially 

depict the appropriate way to put on tefillin; the diagrams are each protected 

by a clear sheet of plexiglass, which was specially cut for the purpose.  A 

tzdakah box, which was part of a set of 18 that were designed for the WWW 

program in order to collect mony for those in Latin America who are in need of 

tefillin and mezuzot, is placed in proximity to the module. 

  

A triptych-like separate poster accompanies the module.  This displays a 

Religious School graduate being instructed by our religious school director.      

 

Documentation is provided in Part IV in the form of photographs, receipts and 

brochures. 

 

3.   What are the achievements of the program, e.g.,  (a) goals, (b) publicity, (c) 

marketing, (d) advanced planning? 

 

The achievements of the program are as follows: 

(a)  Goals:  

1. Successfull  presentation of Program vision to the Brotherhood Executive 

 Board  

2. Successfull  presentation of Program vision and concepts to Brotherhood 

General Membership  and formation of a program committee  

3. Successfull  presentation of Program vision and concepts to the 

synagogue Rabbi,  Ritual Director, Cantor, Executive Director, Religious 

School Director,  Pre-school Director, and Youth Director during a single 

comprehensive  meeting  

4. Completion and  installation of a "Tefillin Teaching Module and Resource 

 Center  

5. Active  communication withour "twin" institutions  

6. Coordination with Religious School to  include teaching about tefillin and 

mezuzah in the curriculum just prior to  the program date  



7. Coordination with  Religious School  and sofer  

8. Cooperation of  Religious School to participate in the FJMC Tzadakah 

program to donate  mezuzot to Latin American families in need  

9. Consstruction and  distributation of pre-numbered designated Tzadakah 

boxes to  the Religious School classrooms and other locations in the 

synagogue in  order to collect money for the FJMC mezuzah project  

10. Link the  WWW Shacharit program to a potential Superball Sunday 

Brotherhood  event at the synagogue by inviting a Jewish local college 

football player  (via communication with the college Hillel organization) to 

the  WWW in order for the player to "kick-off" at our  kiddush  

11. Contact  the religious Jewish rap performing artist "Matisyahu" in order to 

 ask him if he sings a song that has a lyric which encourages  wrapping 

oneself in the mitzvah of tefillin  

12. Relay  a special Midrash to the congregation about the mitzvah of tefillin 

 that would resonate with the membership and religious school  students  

13. Festive theme  Kiddush  

b)  Publicity: 

1. U.S. mail  "Save-the-Date" postcards to the  congregation  

2. e-mail to the congregation  

3. e-mail to the Brotherhood  

4. e-mail from the Relioious  School  

5. Communication with the  Sisterhood  

6. Professionally designed  banner  

7. Distribution of flyers  

8. Pre-program article in the synagogue  bulletin  

9. Special poster production which highlights our  "twin" institutions  

10. Identification and coordination with congregants who  have ties the our 

"twin" institutions  

11. Correspondence with our "tein"  institions  

12. Correspondence with FJMC local, regional, national  leadership and staff  

13. Informal communication clergy and members of other  local 

congregations  

14. Advanced notification of local religious book stores  of our event and the 

books and tefillin that our congregants might  request  

15. Insertion of flyer in the weekly Shassat Order of  Service  

16. Notification of the congregation by the rabbi during  the Rabinical 

Address during the Shabbat service  

 

 



(c)  Marketing: 

1. Coordination and active participation with all  organizations and staffs of 

our synagogue    

2. Outreach to local Hillel organizations for program  participants    

3. Ovature to the rap artist "Matisyahu" for a "wrap  yourself in tefillin" lyric 

 

(d)  Advanced Planning: 

1. Preliminary meetings with the Brotherhood, synagogue  religious staff, 

administsrative leadership, religious staff, and others,  as described above 

in the categories "goals, publicity and  maraketing." 

  

4.   Does the program enhance the image of the FJMC, region and/or your club?  

  

Yes. I believe the image of the FJMC, the regional clubs, and our own club, in 

particular, have been enhanced. 

  

5.  Did you include information so that other clubs can use this program?      

 

Yes.  

  

6.  What is the value in club building – number of named club members 

participating vs. club size and shul size?                       

  

I believe that the value of the endeavor is predominantly synagogue life 

enrichment.  Any value in club building is likely to be subtle and indirect.    

  

7.  What is the effect on club administration – grooming of new officers for the 

club, the shul or the region?                                                                       

  

Although there is no obvious relationship between this project and the issue of 

grooming new officers for the club, one of the more electronics savvy WWW 

committee members has taken on many more significant club responsibilities 

since he assisted in this effort. 

  

8.  Identification of the source of the program or practice, and description of its 

unique aspects.  Most programs were not invented out of the blue, but evolved. 

 Help us to understand where it came from.       

 

The inspiration for this unique “Tefillin Teaching Module” was my understanding of 

the World Wide Wrap program and its goals.  I believe that no one should feel 

embarrassed or ashamed in the pursuit of the performance of a mitzvah, 

especially the mitzvah of tefillin.  The men’s clubs should certainly strengthen 

education concerning the halachot of tefillin, so that every father can perform 



his responsibilities and every congregant can daven Shacharit with full 

kavvanah.  Those studying for their bar/bat mitzvah can come to review, 

practice, and delve deeper into the subject matter, as their questions, 

confidence and maturity develop. Thereby, this effort should result in more 

congregants participating in World Wide Wrap program in the future, as we 

continue to contemplate the global distribution of Jewish souls and klal Yisrael.     

  

9.    Identification of this program as an adaptation of a previous Torch Award 

entry or other program.  Awards will be given for implementations that are 

particularly effective.  The original sources of the programs will be most pleased 

to know that there efforts have born fruit.   

We believe that our effort, which is now submitted to you for evaluation, is an 

original augmentation and extension of the existing World Wide Wrap program, 

which may or may not have previously received a Torch Award.  The measure of 

our module’s effectiveness is still anecdotal.  

  

10.  Identification of the part of the programming effort attributable to the men’s 

club, if it is a joint program with another group.   

   

Although this effort was entirely conceived, developed and built by the 

Congregation Mishkan Tefila Brotherhood World Wide Wrap committee, and 

completely funded by the Brotherhood revenues and generous donations by 

individual Brotherhood members,  every effort was made early in the planning 

stage to offer roles to the other organizations in our synagogue, including the 

religious leadership, the Religious School, the Pre-School program, the Parent 

Teachers Association, the youth leadership and the Sisterhood.  This was 

deliberately done in order to invest these organizations in the project, and help 

its individual members feel that the “tefillin teaching module” that we, the 

Brotherhood, donated to them, actually belongs to them.  This way they might 

be less inclined to be strangers to the opportunities for learning.    

 

 

 



Part IV.   Entry Documentation 

 

Photos of World Wide Wrap IV (including Tefillin Teaching module)  

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



Preliminary Meeting and Planning Documents for Program  

 

Presented to Brotherhood Executive Board, Brotherhood Membership and 

synagogue’s religious staff. 

 



 



Evolution of Plans for a Tefillin Teaching Module 

 



IKEA EFFEKTIV Furniture Used to Make the Tefillin Module  

 



Tefillin Module in Use During World Wide Wrap Event 

 

 
 

Instructional Material Used at the World Wide Wrap 

 



World Wide Wrap Flyer 

 



World Wide Wrap Flyer (continued) 

 

 
 



World Wrap Poster Template 

 



Publicity in Shabbat Order of Service 
 



Handouts 

 

Putting on the Teffilin Guide Booklet 

 
 

Materials Available at the Program 

 



Contents of the Tefillin Parchment (handout) 

 

 



Tzedakah for Mezuzot for Latin American Families in Need 

 

One of 18 Tzedakah Box Distributed to Each Religious School Class, Chapel and 

Administrative Offices 

 

 
 



Explanation of Tzedaka Mezuzah and Tefillin Program 

 

 



Acknowledge Letter from Dr. Charles Simon – FJMC 

 

 
 



Twinning Letters 

Congregation Mishkan Tefila has developed “Twin” relationships with five  Masorti 

congregations around the world. 

 

Twinning Letter to Congregation in Bogota Columbia 

 



Twinning Letter to Congregation in Stockholm, Sweden 

 

 



Building Bridges to Masorti Congregations (via personal connections and efforts 

of our congregants – including Brotherhood members) 

 



World Wide Wrap VII – 2007 – Rabbi Guido Cohen from Argentina Leads Service  

 

 

 



Correspondence with Matisyahu and JDUB Records 

 



Budget 

 

 
 



Budget (continued) 

 
 

 



Budget (continued) 

 

 
 

 



Budget (continued) 

 

 
 




