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Part II: Summary  
 
Summary: 
 
 
Rather than running the typical World Wide Wrap (WWW) program, we asked our two Rabbis and a 
resident scholar to choose a Jewish, religious or historical topic of interest to them and deliver a 90 minute 
lecture.  To enhance the learning experience, we invited the upper Hebrew School and High School 
students to join the adults at the session. Approximately 100 men, women, and teenagers participated in the 
morning’s activities   The 2007 lectures were “From Sinai to the Siddur”, “Structure of the Siddur: A 
Practicum” and “A History of American Judaism.”  
 
Following Davening, ask discussing what the World Wide Wrap was about, we had a communal. After the 
breakfast, the participants were directed to three location where the speakers conducted their presentations.  
 
The programs were restructured in this manner from the usual program of discussing the ritual aspects of 
wearing tefillin, and how they are made. It engaged more participants, and became much more informative. 
Including the teenagers allowed them to learn with their parents, in a way that most have not experienced. 
Attendance has increased since we changed the format.  
 
Press Release 
 

East Brunswick Jewish Center participates in 7th FJMC World Wide Wrap Program 
 
Can you name a big event (sponsored by Men’s Club) that occurred at EBJC on February 4th and at other 
Conservative Synagogues around the world? .  If you guessed the Super Bowl Party, then  guess again, that 
wasn’t us, we can’t take credit.  A better guess would be the annual World Wide Wrap and Learn. For the 
second year in a row the Men’s Club has done things a little differently.  Rather that follow the services 
with the usual program discussing how Tefilin are made and worn, we decided to ask our Rabbis and a 
resident scholar to choose a Jewish, religious or historical topic of interest to them and  deliver a 90 minute 
lecture.  To enhance the learning experience, we invited the Hebrew upper school and High School students 
to join the adults at the session.  
 



Speaking at the program were Rabbi Chaim Rogoff, Rabbi Robert Alpert and Arnold Hoffman. 
The topics covered were: “From Sinai to the Siddur,”  “Structure of the Siddur:  A Practicum,” and  “A 
History of American Judaism.” 
 
Approximately 100 men, women, and teenagers participated in the morning’s activities.  The Men’s Club 
wants to thank all those who participated and to those who didn’t, you missed out on a great program, but 
don’t worry, as the Chicago Bears are saying, we’ll be back Next Year (Super Bowl Sunday, 2008/5768).  
Special thanks to our photographer Dave Oshinsky. 
 
 



Part III – Self Assessment 
 

1. Assess program procedural completeness and achievement of goals:  Each speaker came prepared 
to give a lecture with handouts. Participants chose which speaker and topic they wanted to hear.\ 

2. Explain presentation and documentation completeness –Each lecturer, in the style of a College or 
JTS professor, came prepared with their own material for the lectures.  The lectures tended to run 
until the scheduled time, but in some cases they ran over due to the intense interest of the audience 

3. Achievements of program goal- Met or exceeded our expectations in every way. 
4. Enhance image of FJMC, region, and/or club – Program helped restore Men’s Club’s reputation 

with EBJC as an organization that promotes both Jewish observance and education.  In a year 
when funds within the shul for adult education have been extremely limited, this program brought 
a “morning of learning” to the shul that was cross generational. 

5. Did you include other information so other clubs can use this program? Yes. 5. Did you include 
other information so other clubs can use this program?:  Beauty of the program was that it was 
extremely easy to do.  Identify Jewish scholars who are either clergy or members and ask them to 
identify an area of study they are passionate about. 

6. Value in Club Building- By enhancing the reputation of the club, and allowing many participants 
to see the excellent program, as well as reminding others of the connection to an FJMC program, it 
was very valuable. 

7. N/A 
8. Program idea came from the fact that each year, we had program surrounding WWW and each 

year the program speaker, which usually discussed something with respect to Tefillin, had fewer 
and fewer members in attendance.  Also it came from my desire to have a lecture/university type 
Jewish learning program as part of my responsibilities as Men’s Club religious VP 

9. N/A 
10. Mens Club coordinated the planning of the program, marketing and advertising, and sponsored the 

breakfast.  
 



Part IV - Entry Documentations 
 
When the East Brunswick Jewish Center Men’s Club was creating its idea for the program which would be 
run as part of the 6th World Wide Wrap (2006), the idea was germinated to have noted speakers choose a 
Jewish, Religious, or Historical topic of interest to them and deliver a 90 minute lecture.  Previously, we 
had run the ritual gamut of learing about tefillin, why we wear them, and how to check them. How they are 
made, etc. The attendance was steadily declining for these programs. This program was designed to spark a 
renewed interest in the wrap, and our club’s ability to provide a quality learning experience. 
 
Following our normal Shacharit Service, which typically has 30 participants, but with the World Wide 
Wrap, attracted 50 people, we had a breakfast, with eggs, bagels, coffee and juices.  
 
Each participant was allowed to select the lecture that most interested them, and went to the room to hear 
the speaker. While the topics were interesting, the idea that young and old(er) were able to come together 
and learn together helped to make this more meaningful. Any club can have a program such as this. You 
need to identify a couple of Jewish scholars who are either clergy or members and ask them to identify an 
area of study that they are passionate about.  We found it best to limit the size of the groups to 
approximately 30 people per session, because we wanted everyone to feel engaged to participate. 
 
As successful as it was for 2006, it was more successful for 2007. 
 
The topics used in 2007 were: 
 

Rabbi Chaim Rogoff:  “From Sinai  to the Siddur” 
Rabbi Robert Alpert: “Structure of the Siddur:  A Practicum” 
Arnold Hoffman: “A History of American Judaism.” 

 
The topics used in 2006 were:  
 

Rabbi Robert Alpert: “The Siddur - "Why do we recite the words that we do?"  
Rabbi Chaim Rogoff:  “American Jew or Jewish American” 
Michael Frost:  “Why we Pray” 

 
The speakers each started with a summary of what they were talking about, and then created a give and 
take with the audience, allowing many to participate in the subject. 
 
The beauty of a program such as this is that for future years, the format can be copied, just by having a 
different speaker, or different topic.  
 
We had a photographer taking pictures, and several of these were uploaded to the World Wide Wrap site. 
We published pictures on our shul web site, and in the shul bulletin as well, to promote the event. 
 
 
 



 
From Siddur to Sinai: 

 



History of American Judiasm 

 



“Structure of the Siddur:  A Practicum”   

 


