
 1

 
 

Har Zion Men’s Club 
Best Overall Activities 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

          Har Zion Men’s Club (HZMC) provides a full range of activities 
throughout the year which it feels qualifies it as a candidate for “Best 
Overall Activities”.  From the beginning of our fiscal year, planning begins 
when all board members, which currently totals 15 men, are assigned 
responsibility for one of the many events put on by Har Zion Men’s Club 
during the year.  Events throughout the year include High Holy Days 
Ushering and Floor Managing, a Sukkah build (One of the largest Sukkahs 
in the US), annual golf tournament (actually two tournaments in the 2006 
Calendar Year), Men’s softball, a Chanukah Latke Party, Sunday night 
football get together, World Wide Wrap, monthly dinner speaker events, 
Yom Hashoah Candle distribution (Of which Har Zion Men’s club boasts 
the largest sale of candles in the country), Men’s Club Shabbat, a highly 
successful Purim Carnival, a College Outreach Program and the Second 
Night Passover Seder.   Also in 2007, Har Zion Men’s Club hosted a sub-
region training session where some of the remote clubs of the Western 
Region were invited to participate in one of the region’s excellent training 
programs.   
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Through the many activities that HZMC offers, it hopes to accomplish the following 
goals: 
 

1) Involve Jewish Men in Jewish Life – This is accomplished by offering a wide 
range of activities that men can participate in regardless of age.  By showing their 
involvement in Har Zion, our members can set an example to their children and 
families.  In putting on all these events, HZMC involves all its members by asking 
them to help plan and put on events. This also provides a training ground for 
newly involved members in hopes that they will become our leaders of the future. 

 
2) Provide support to our synagogue.  HZMC accomplishes this by  a) providing 

services to our synagogue through ushering, building a Sukkah, providing a 
Chanukah Latke Party, putting on a Purim Carnival and Second Night Seder and 
b) providing funds through fundraising activities that are used to help fund our 
youth activities and much needed funds for capital improvements. 

 
3) Provide support to our community – In the past year, HZMC has raised funds that 

were donated to the JCC Maccabi Games and also to the American Heart 
Association.  The Purim Carnival also is always opened to the whole community 
which provides an opportunity for those not associated with a synagogue to get 
involved in Jewish life. 

 
4) Provide the proper training and development to help our members to become 

leaders.  Through the activities and involvement we have our board members 
participate in, they develop the leadership skills to take on responsible rolls in the 
synagogue.  Har Zion’s current President and Vice President are both recent 
HZMC officers, and recent positions on the FJMC Western Region board were 
filled by Har Zion officers as well as a current position as Consultant with the 
FJMC.   All these filled positions were accomplished through confidence gained 
in positions with HZMC. 

 
 
Following are summaries of the activities that are put on by HZMC throughout the 
year.  Har Zion Men’s Club is proud to offer these activities to its members, 
synagogue and community and is always striving to come up with new and exciting 
activities. 
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Har Zion Men’s Club (HZMC) 
Best Overall Activities 

 
A) Ushering 

HZMC solicits not only its member, but other men of the synagogue to 
provide ushering for the High Holy Day services.  This provides a great 
opportunity for HZMC to show its presence of service to the entire 
synagogue, but also provides a means to recruit new members through 
bonding with potential new members during the most attended activity of 
the year.  HZMC members are also well involved with floor managing. 
 

B) Sukkah Build 
      HZMC is proud to build one of the largest Sukkahs.  With approximately a  

40’ x 50’ Sukkah, the congregation is able to enjoy it when a meal for all 
is served.  With help from our USY, HZMC enjoys this special event. 
 

C) Golf Tournament 
Annually, HZMC puts on its Dick Trepper Memorial Golf Tournament, 
named after the organizer of our first golf tournament who passed away 
suddenly.  Recently, the tournament has been used to help raise funds 
for organizations outside of the synagogue, which included the JCC 
Maccabi Games and The American Heart Association.  As one of the 
main fundraisers for the club, it helps us to put money aside to help 
subsidize our members for the FJMC Bi-Annual Convention. 
 
 
 
 

D) Latke Party 
Each Hanukkah, HZMC get down and dirty in the kitchen and prepares 
latkes and a huge salad bar for well over 200 members of the synagogue.  
It also involves the religious school in coordinating games, songs with the 
Hazzan and asks all attendees to bring their menorahs so that the room is 
filled with the Hanukkah prayers and lighting of candles.  
 

E) WW Wrap 
HZMC has taken the WW Wrap and added its own twist.  It first helped to 
start a Tallis and Tefillin class for Bar/Bat Mitzvah students through the 
use of the FJMC “Ties that Bind Video” It then used the video in teaching 
its own members and members of the synagogue how to wrap tefillin.  It 
then invites not only its men’s club members to the WW Wrap, but all 
minyanaires and students from all classes and USY members.  All join 
together each year to daven and wrap tefillin and then are all treated to a 
buffet breakfast following services at the WW Wrap. 
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F) Purim Carnival 
HZMC is proud to put on the largest Purim Carnival in the Phoenix area.  
Each year the men’s club solicits help from the Sisterhood, Religious 
School, Pre-School and USY in making a successful carnival.  It is truly a 
group effort.  Along with the Sisterhood, Hamantaschen is prepared and 
baked for all.  The men’s club prepares a bar-b-que.  There are lots of 
games and prizes for all the children.  In this year’s carnival, a child safety 
seat inspection with the Phoenix Police Department was included.  It was 
a great service to the synagogue as many were surprised to find their 
shortcomings with the safety seats.   
 
 

G) Yom Hashoah Candles 
HZMC is proud to be the largest seller of candles in the West and 
possibly in the country.   Each year the members contact all the 
synagogues in the state of Arizona in hopes to get candles to all Jews in 
Arizona.  HZMC also make sure to donate candles to the local Hillel at 
ASU to make sure all college student needing candles have access to 
them.  In support of Yom Hashoah, HZMC has a sponsor that helps 
underwrite the cost of the program.  When the candles come in, USY 
helps to box and mail the candles to the entire synagogue.  In return, the 
men’s club supplies a kosher pizza dinner to the kids and also donates 
funds to help with USY functions and trips to Ramah and to Israel.  HZMC 
also designed and built the Holocaust Memorial that is now at Har Zion.   
 

H) 2nd Night Passover Seder 
 

HZMC annually puts on the 2nd night Seder at Har Zion.  Its cracked staff 
of cooks and bottle washers prepares a full Passover Seder meal for the 
congregation and any in the community looking to join in.  Over 150 
meals are prepared each year. 
 
 

I) Men’s Club Shabbat 
HZMC has its men’s club Shabbat annually.  The club runs the service 
and also announces it Man of the Year, and Junior Man of the Year (See 
Below) at this function.  It also annually gives out an award to the USY’er 
of the year.  It caps off the service with a full Kiddush luncheon. 
 
 
 

J) Softball Team 
Year round softball is the sport in Arizona.  With wonderful sunshine the 
year round, HZMC participates in the JCC softball leagues.  It is a great 
opportunity to bring in the younger members of the congregation, get to 
meet them and get them involved in FJMC.  It is a great building block for 
membership. 
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K) Dinner/Speaker Meetings 

Throughout the year, HZMC holds evening speaker programs that start 
with dinner first.  The clubs motto is, “Feed then and they will come.”  The 
club never requires a fee to attend and only has a donation jar at the 
entrance table for those that wish to contribute.  Past programs have 
included a speaker on genetics, one with our Rabbi on current decisions 
from the RA, and recently a talk on men’s health issues where five (5) 
physicians spoke on their area of expertise. 
 
 

L) Hosted Sub-region Western Region training program 
HZMC recently hosted a leadership training session where clubs from 
Tucson, Phoenix, Scottsdale, Chandler and Albuquerque (NM) attended.  
The leaders of the sessions included the incoming International President 
of FJMC, Norm Kurtz, and the President and Executive Vice President of 
the Western Region, Joel Shrater and Marc Firestone.  Both breakfast 
and lunch were served at the program.  It was a great opportunity for 
remote clubs of the region to get together and discuss topics relevant to 
all men’s clubs. 
 

 
M) College Outreach Program 

HZMC knows the importance of keeping in touch with our youth and that 
is why it is constantly in contact with its college students.  Gift packages 
are sent out during the year for such holidays as Hanukkah and Pesach. 
Our VP of College Outreach is constantly in contact with the students. 
 
 

N) Issue scholarships to USY 
It is one of HZMC’s missions to support our youth.  That is why each year 
a donation is made to USY, Jr USY and Kadima youth programs to help 
fund their programming.  It is also important for them to attend their region 
conventions and that is why scholarships are issued to help subsidize 
their continued involvement.   
 
 

O) Beginning & end of School year hot dog lunch for Religious 
School 

What better way to get to know everyone at the beginning of each school 
year than to put on a hot dog luncheon on the opening day of religious 
school.  There is no cost for the food and it provides HZMC with a great 
opportunity to meet and greet new and old members of the congregation. 
We also wind up the year with another luncheon to send the kids off for 
the summer. 
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P) Junior men’s club membership for Bar Mitzvah kids 
HZMC is proud to have created a spot for our Bar Mitzvah kids by 
welcoming them to the club as junior members.  There is always a spot 
for them to help out and it lets them know what FJMC is all about.  At the 
end of each year at Men’s Club Shabbat, we honor our Junior Men’s Club 
member of the year. 
 
 

Q) Purchase AED (defibrillator for synagogue) 
This year, HZMC was responsible for the synagogue’s first purchase of 
an AED.  We were very proud of this acquisition. 
 
 
 

R) Western Region Raffle 
HZMC participates annually in the Western Region raffle which helps 
subsidizes those wishing to attend convention.   It also makes sure there 
are always winners at Har Zion by drawing some of the tickets ahead of 
time and presenting prize winnings from its own funds.  This way it makes 
sure there are always winners from Har Zion, even if their names are not 
drawn at the Western Region drawing. 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 


