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Part I - Identification Information 

 
Submission Identifier Code: 167 
 

Title for Entry:   Overall Activities for Valley Beth Shalom of Encino 
 

Entry Category:  Best Overall Activities 
 

Contact Person: Ron Lever 
 

Email address: rlever@socal.rr.com 
 

Club number and name: Valley Beth Shalom of Encino, #1005 
 

Number of club members: 300 
 

Synagogue: Valley Beth Shalom, Encino California 
 

Club President: Ron Lever 
 

Person preparing entry: Ron Lever 
 
Email address of person preparing entry: rlever@socal.rr.com 

 

Date of entry submission: April 12, 2007 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 2 

Part II - Summary/Press Release  
 

A. Summary 

 1. The Men’s Club of Encino, California lists its overall activities, in order to: 
  a. Share our experiences with other clubs. 

  b. Offer our help to other clubs who wish to initiate those activities. 
  c. Be considered for the Torch Award. 
 

 2. We share our experiences with these programs, in order to: 
  a. Help clubs decide whether they want to initiate these programs. 

  b. Indicate which activities were more successful than others.   
  
 3. Space limitations prevent a complete description. 

  a. Thumbnail descriptions are given. 
  b. We are ready, willing and able to provide more details and help on request. 

 

 
 

 
Rabbi Ed Feinstein leading t’fillin Wrap Services 
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B. Press Release 

 
Valley Beth Shalom Men’s Club Wins Award 

  
 The Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs, at its International Meeting, held at the world 
famous Indian Lakes Resort in Chicago on June 5th to 9th , recognized the dynamic Men’s 

Club of Valley Beth Shalom of Encino by awarding to it the prestigious and highly sought 
after Torch Award for excellence in Overall Programming. The award was given in 

recognition of their unique balance of programs for all members of their congregation. For 
example, VBS Men’s Club found out that there was no place in their area for Jewish singles 
to meet in a safe and non-threatening environment. They solved this problem by throwing 

gala dances every two months, which are attended by 400 happy congregating singles.  
 They also show movies on a wide variety of subjects once a month, along with an 

inexpensive catered meal, so that congregants can have a night out. In all, they sponsor 
over a dozen activities for the synagogue and participate in a dozen more synagogue 
services. Ron Lever, president of the VBS Men’s Club, who made the presentation, said, 

“We look for a need and then we fill it.” 
 Richard Gray, head of the selection committee, said that he hopes that other clubs will 
follow VBS’s lead and adopt some of their successful programs, because Men’s Clubs are 

service organizations dedicated to the involvement of Jewish men in Jewish life.  
 

 
Murray Geller (center) leads services at a convalescent hospital  
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 1. Contact person for the press 
   

  Ron Lever 
  17350 Margate St.  

  Encino, CA  91316 
  818-789-0832 
  rlever@socal.rr.com 

 
 2. Contact person for press release to Valley Beth Shalom of Encino 
 

  Daphne Subar, Editor of Koleinu 
  Valley Beth Shalom of Encino 

  15739 Ventura Blvd. 
  Encino, CA  91436 
 

 3. Contact person for submission of “Press Release” to the local newspaper 
 

  Newspaper Editor 
  Daily News of Los Angeles 
  PO Box 4200, Woodland Hills, CA  91365 

 
 

Ron Lever (Men’s Club President) at picnic with 

Rabbi Hoffman, wife (also a rabbi) and baby (future rabbi?) 
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Part III - Self Assessment of Entry 
 
A. Our goals in presenting this entry are to: 
 1. Describe our successful programs. 

 2. Assist other clubs who wish to start the same or similar programs. 
 3. Enhance the reputation of our Men’s Club, synagogue and the Western Region. 
 4. Gain recognition for the Men’s Club of Encino by winning a Torch Award. 

 
B. Enough information was included, in order to: 

 1. Give a thumbnail sketch of the events. 
 2. Allow other clubs to decide if they want to duplicate our programs. 
 

C. We have a variety of programs, in order to:  
 1. Engage the interest of as many synagogue members as possible. 

 2. Fulfill the needs of as many members of the congregation as possible. 
 3. Gain as many members and potential officers as possible, who can then:  
  a. Serve the synagogue and community. 

  b. Give them an opportunity to serve.  
  c. Give them an opportunity to grow as an individual.  
  d. Give them an opportunity to serve the club, synagogue and community. 

 
D. The programs are for the enhancement of our synagogue, club, region and FJMC. 

 
E. We are ready, willing and able to help other clubs to initiate similar programs. 
 

F. We search for projects or programs of interest to uninvolved synagogue members. 
  
G. Each program brings potential leaders for our club, shul and community. 

  
H. We get ideas for new project from many sources.  

 1. We ask for new ideas in the synagogue publications.  
 2. People bring us ideas in person. 
 

I. We look to other clubs and emulate their successful programs, and give them full 
   credit personally and by mail.  We find ideas from: 

 1. Meetings and publications.  
 2. Previous Torch Awards.  
 3. Personal contacts. 

 
J. We cooperate with other organizations and ask for help when we need it. 
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Part IV - Entry / List of Activities  

 
A. Community Activities  
  
 1. Business Forum 

  The Business Forum was presented with the objective of providing a networking 
opportunity between experts and newcomers in various business fields. Over 100 people 
attended. It was very successful. Many connections were made. The atmosphere was lively. 

The attendees were pleased. The feedback was very favorable. The only drawback was the 
amount of time and effort required in the planning.  

   
 2. Dance Program 
  The Dance Program was submitted for a Torch Award in Non-FJMC Activities. It was 

extremely successful. It has resulted in a tremendous surge in the prestige of the Men’s 
Club.  We highly recommend that other clubs promote a dance for their synagogue. 

 We promoted a dance in order to give singles a place to meet and for couples to have a 
night out. It was a very lively occasion, attracting 400 people. Many couples informed us 
that there was no place in the community for them to congregate. Because of popular 

demand, we will promote these dances every two months. We found a need and filled it. 
 

 

Championship Valley Beth Shalom 
team sponsored by the Men’s Club 
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B. Gift Program 
 
 1. Tzadakah Boxes for Bnai Mitzvot 
  We give Tzadakah Boxes every week to the B’nai Mitzvah celebrants at the conclusion 

of their ceremonies. This activity provides us with a very visible opportunity to demonstrate 
our dedication to synagogue affairs. This program is a must for all those clubs who are not 
doing so already. 

 
 2. Chumashim to Day School and Hebrew School Graduates 

   We give Chumashim to the Day School and Hebrew School students at their 
graduation ceremonies. This also gives us a high visibility opportunity to support 
education. This activity is also a must. 

 
C. Participation in the Federation of Jewish Men’s Club’s Activities 
  
 1. Attendance at Weekend Retreats 
  The Western Region has a weekend retreat every two years in the years between the 

international meetings of the FJMC. We try to send at least four members. They learn many 
things which are applied to our own club. We form bonds of friendship with the other 

delegates.  
 
 2. International Meetings 

  These meetings are valuable beyond compare. The information and the fellowship and 
the spirituality are amazing. We pay the full expenses for the younger members to attend so 
that they can get enthused about participation in our Mens’ Club activities. 

  
 3. Host for Regional Education Program 

  This year we were asked to host the Western Region Education Meeting. They 
commended us for the good job we did in providing the facilities and the meals. 

 

 
Joe Helfer, Ron Lever, Bernie Adler and Frank Levin 

at Men’s Club retreat 
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D. Fund Raising 
 
 1. Raffle 

  We treat the mailing of the raffle tickets as a social occasion. About fifty people attend, 
so that all of the envelopes are stuffed in half an hour.  We serve do-it-yourself turkey 
sandwiches, salad and desert. The rest of the evening is for socializing. 

 
 

E. Holocaust Remembrance 
 
 1. Yellow Candle Sales 
  As time goes by, the people who lived through the Holocaust are dying out, and the 

younger generation is not interested in learning about it. Unfortunately, those who do not 
remember the past are doomed to repeat it. So the younger people must learn about it, in 
order to fulfill the pledge of “never again.” That is why we send out memorial candles every 

year. We solicit donations to pay for the candles and accumulate a memorial fund. 
  

 2. Holocaust Memorial Fund 
  Our Holocaust Memorial fund is for erecting a display to commemorate and educate 
about the Holocaust. We plan a multimedia display including a statue and educational 

material. We anticipate the need to collect more donations to complete this project. We 
consider it to be our most significant project. 

 
 
 

 
Entertainment table at the Business Forum 
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F. Movies 
  
 Two years ago the Men’s Club decided to show movies to the congregation. The 

administration told us that there was no need for them. The synagogue had no projector 
and no screen, so we bought them and donated them to the synagogue. To make a long 
story short, the movie program is now one of our most popular programs. Paper Clips was 

shown to an audience of about 800 congregants. The films we have shown are listed below. 
 

 1. Comedy 
  a. Frisco Kid 
  b. Keeping Up With The Steins  

  
 2. Holocaust related 

  a. Ever Again 
  b. Paper Clips 
  c. Walk on Water 

 
 3. Anti-Semitism related 

  a. Obsession 
  b. Ever Again 
  

 4. Our European Jewish Roots 
  a. Poland – Hiding and Seeking 
  b. Germany – The Eternal Road 

 
 5. Israel 

  a. Unsettled: The Gaza Withdrawal 
  
 6. Genocide 

  a. Armenian - Voices from the Lake 
  b. Uganda 

Men’s Club raffle mailing 
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G. Religious Programming 
  
 1. Men’s Club Shabbat  

  Murray Geller, who is Chairman of Religious Programming, writes an original play and 
conducts services once a year. The play consists of five vignettes from Jewish history, with 
members of the congregation playing the parts. The play typically ends with a standing 

ovation. 
  

 2. Mobile Mitzvah  
  On the fourth Friday of every month, Murray and a group of men conduct Shabbat 
Services at a convalescent hospital and a retirement home. This event is the highlight of the 

month for the patients. Their profuse thanks are all that we need. 
  

 3. World Wide Wrap 
  The rabbis conduct services once a year in conjunction with all of the other Men’s 
Clubs. We have many sets of t’fillin and numerous instructors available to instruct people 

how to put them on. We always get comments about how different the services are and how 
spiritual it makes them feel. 
  

 4. Wine Sales for Passover 
  We conducted a wine sale prior to Passover only once. We had a very poor turnout and 

few wine sales and decided not to do it again. 
 

Food is served before the movies 
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H. Social Events 
 
 1. “Can You Top This?” Joke Night  

  This is an easy event to promote and one that is very well received. Many people like to 
tell jokes. You need a good leader who has good rapport with the audience. Everyone who 
tells a joke gets a prize, and grand prizes are given in as many categories as possible.  

 
 2. Poker, Texas Hold’em 

  This is a very popular event. We supply snacks, cookies, and beverages (beer is 
important). There is a buy-in fee for chips and a lesser buy-in fee for more chips. Gambling 
is illegal, so we can only award ribbons for each table as prizes. 

 
 3. A Day at the Races 

  The people who came had a very good time, but not enough attended, so we decided 
not to offer it again. It could be a good event for other clubs to give it a try. 
 

 4. Synagogue Picnic 
  This is a good event for families. We hold it at a local park that has a lake with swans 
and boating. Hot dogs and the usual are enough to serve. We hire the coach from our 

school to keep the kids amused, so the parents can enjoy a lazy day in the park. 
 

 5. Men’s Baseball Team 
  Our team plays in the Synagogue Baseball League and they are terrific. They take first 
or second place every year. We donate enough money for the team to buy uniforms and 

they are very grateful. Watching them play is more fun than watching the Dodgers. 
 

 
 

Rehearsal for play given at the Men’s Club Shabbat. Seated left to right are 

Frank Levin, Les Forman, Brian Dennis, Corinne Copnick and Murray Geller 
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I. Sunday Brunch 
 Sunday brunches are usually not well attended unless it is a very popular subject. Below 
are the topics which we have presented. 

 
 1. An Ethical Will 
 

 2. Book Discussion: 10 Things to Do Before you See the Doctor 
 

 3. Pioneering Days of Aviation 
 
 4. Open House for New Synagogue Members 

 
 5. Magic Show for Children and Parents 

 
 

J. Ushering Program 
 Everyone knows that they can count on the Men’s Club when they need ushers for  

services or special events. 
 

 

Ron and Doreen Lever dancing  

 


