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Part III  SELF ASSESSMENT OF ENTRY 
 

1. Assess program procedural completeness and achievement of program goals 
  
 The young member initiative approached the objective from many fronts and has  
 been successful in bringing in a strong dedicated core of young members and 
 future leaders of the club. Membership development and bringing in younger 
 members is an on-going effort, but the initiative outlined in the narrative of this 
 submission is a solid beginning 
 
2. Explain presentation and documentation completeness 

 Submission includes a narrative discussing the programs that make up this 
 initiative and publicity for and pictures of these events.  

 
3. Achievements of program goals, publicity, marketing and advanced planning 
 



 Men’s Club programming is publicized in the synagogue bulletin, through special 
 flyers sent to synagogue members and reminders in the Shabbat bulletin. The 
 programs directed to members with young families were publicized through word 
 of mouth of the young leaders of the men’s club at “Tot Shabbat” and other 
 synagogue programs directed at younger families. 
 
4. Does the program enhance the image of the FJMC, region and/or your club? 

  
 The programs that make up this initiative enhance the Men’s Club as well as the 
 FJMC by introducing young men and their families to what the men’s club has to 
 offer and how the Men’s Club can enhance their synagogue experience. 

 
5. Did you include information so other clubs can use this program 
 Yes.  Samples of flyers and Synagogue Bulletins are included as well as an 
 explanation of the programs 
 
6. What is its value in club building-number of named club members participating 

vs. club size and shul size 
 This program was and is directed toward younger families and has been 
 successful in getting a core of young men interested in Men’s Club. The interest 
 and enthusiasm for the programs, in particular those with parent and child 
 participation, indicates that we have something to offer to the younger members. 

 
7. What is the effect on club administration—grooming of new officers for club, 

shul, or region 
 The young member initiative has developed a core of young members who have 
 taken on leadership roles in the club and in program development. 
 
8. Identification of source of program or practice and description of unique aspects. 

Most programs were not invented out of the blue, but evolved. Help us 
understand where it came from 

  
 The source of the program came from within the club and the synagogue.  
 Speaking with younger synagogue members we learned about the programming 
 that would interest them. 

 
9. Identification of this program as an adaptation of a previous Torch Award entry 

or other program.  Awards will be given for implementations that are particularly 
effective.  The original sources of the programs will be most pleased to know that 
their efforts have borne fruit 

 
 The Young Member Initiative is a new program and not one that was previously 
 submitted for a Torch Award 
 
10. Identification of the part of the programming effort attributable to the men’s club 

if a joint effort with another group 



 This initiative was run entirely by the Men’s Club.  We had the participation of 
 the Associate Rabbi in the Father and Child Tzedukah Project and the Rabbis and 
 Cantor often attend Men’s Club events, including the programs to bring in 
 younger members. 
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Young Members Initiative (Eight Programs) – Getting new, young leadership and 
members is a challenge all Men’s Club’s face.  Over the last fifteen months, we have 
added many brand new programs designed to attract young new members and train new 
leadership for our club.  It has been a wonderful success.  All the events listed below 
were run by new, young leaders and officers of our Men’s Club.  We know that we are in 
good hands as we look to the future of NSS Beth El’s Men’s Club. Programs added at 
suggestion of new leaders – switched from Sundays to evenings – three executives are 
young – did not sacrifice any of the programs that have been recognized for previous 
torch awards and are meaningful to our congregation and long time members. 

• Annual Scotch and Israeli Wine Tasting (12/14/05 and 11/16/06) – The first 
time we held this event over 40 men attended and it became an annual affair.  
This year over 50 men attended and we have gotten many new members to sign 
up as a result.(See Attached-Synagogue Bulletin Notice of Wine Tasting 



Event)

 



• Father and Child Bowling (2/26/06) – Last February, our Club hosted a fun-
filled Sunday afternoon of bowling and kosher pizza.  14 Dads brought their kids 
out for the event and we added four new members to the club(See Attached-
Synagogue Bulletin Notice Father and Child 



Bowling)



 



• Sports Extravaganza with Bull’s Legend Bob Love and Bulls Mascot “Benny 
the Bull” (4/23/06) – The event started with Bulls mascot “Benny the Bull” 
running down the halls of our Sunday school and stirring up the excitement.  Dads 
and kids enjoyed a wonderful video on the Championship history of the Bulls.  
Bob Love gave a motivational speech geared to motivate our children to achieve 
and not succumb to drugs, alcohol and other temptations.  Hot dogs, soft drinks 
and Bulls memorabilia completed a wonderful afternoon.  As an aside, upon 
completion of the Annual FJMC Regional Retreat, six of our members rushed 
back to the Synagogue to attend the Sports Extravaganza!( See Attached-
Synagogue Bulletin Notice of Sports 



Extravaganza)

 



• First Annual Paid Up Membership Dinner (11/29/06) – This event was only 
open to members who had already paid their annual dues.  As an incentive, the 
dinner was free to new members.  The evening featured a great dinner, loads of 
Ruach and a hilarious and memory filled presentation on Jewish Sports Heroes by 
Chicago Sports personality Mike Lederman.  Attendance was great and we will 
do this event annually as a result. (See Attached-Flyer Announcing Paid Up 
Members Dinner; Synagogue Bulletin Announcing Paid Up Members 
Dinner)





 
• Family Oneg Shabbat (12/10/06 and 3/18/07) – Following select Shabbatot, the 

Men’s Club hosts a deli lunch for members of the congregation and their families 



who have made a reservation.  Costing a nominal price for the entire family – 
regardless of size - It attracts young families and encourages them to remain after 
services and utilize the Shul as a social venue.  It has been a resounding success.   

• Father and Child Tzedukah Project to benefit the Robineau Senior Home 
(3/11/07) – In conjunction with our young Assistant Rabbi and our new, young 
Programming VP over 20 children signed up to make and decorate their own 
Tzedukah boxes.  After hearing the meaning and importance of Tzedukah, the 
children will spend the next few months raising money for the Men’s Club’s 
favorite cause – The Robineau Home for Seniors (through the Council for Jewish 
Elderly).  The money raised will be donated to the Home and designated for a 
special project of Robineau’s choice.  It is such a worthwhile endeavor and 
accomplishes so much for the children (learning the meaning of charity and 
helping and visiting the elderly), the club (the program is conceived and run by 
new, young leadership while enhancing an established program – Robineau), 
Robineau and the community.  This one is special.(See Attached: Children 
Displaying “Hand-Made”  Tzedukah 
Boxes)

 
 
 
 


