
 

 

2013–2015	  Torch	  Awards	  -‐	  Application 

For additional information:  http://fjmc.org/content/torch-award-0 or email  torchaward.fjmc.2015@gmail.com 
 

 

Before you submit this application, please print out and 
review the "2015 Torch Awards Overview," available on the 
FJMC website.  
 
Please complete the following information.  The font for all submissions should be Times New 
Roman.   Please embed photographs of your program into this file.  This completed document will 
be submitted to us as a Word file, named in the format:   
“FJMC TA 2015_ChapterName_ProgramName.doc” 
 
Please email your completed application to:  torchaward.fjmc.2015@gmail.com.  If you have 
difficulty, please contact the Torch Award Co-Chairs for assistance at the above email address.  
 
Clubs participating must be in good standing as of March 31, 2015 (Club dues and Membership list 
received by FJMC).  Programs to be considered for an award must have taken place between April 
1, 2013 and April 15, 2015.  Entries must be received by April 22, 2015. 
 
Section 1: Title 
 
Club Name:         Sinai Temple 
Current Contact:     Cary Lerman  cary.lerman@mto.com 
Program Name:    Azerbaijan and Israel: Cooperation, Security, Economic Ties 
The Program ended with a Torah Dedication to the Mountain Jews of 
Azerbaijan_____________________ 
 
Section 2: Contact information 

Person completing form 
First Name:    Rabbi Erez Sherman 
Last Name:     ____________________________ 
E-Mail:     esherman@sinaitemple.org 
 
Club President at time of Convention 
First Name:    Cary _________________________ 
Last Name:     Lerman____________________________ 
E-Mail:     cary.lerman@mto.com____________________________ 
 
Current Club President 
First Name:   Cary ____________________________ 
Last Name:    Lerman ____________________________ 
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E-Mail:     cary.lerman@mto.com____________________________ 
Section 3: Category 
 
Please choose up to two (2) selections.  Please note, you can only win in one category.  The co-
chairs reserve the right to reclassify your program. 
 
☐ Israel / Masorti  
☐ World Wide Wrap  
 
Section 4: Program overview 
 
Brief Summary - Please explain your program in 2-3 sentences. 
 

	  	  	  	  In	  conjunction	  with	  David	  Siegel,	  The	  Consul	  General	  of	  Israel,	  and	  Nasimi	  Aghayev,	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	   Consul	  General	  of	  Azerbaijan,	  Sinai	  Temple	  Men's	  Club	  found	  out	  that	  the	  Jews	  of	  
	   Azerbaijan	  were	  in	  need	  of	  a	  Torah.	  The	  Sinai	  Temple	  Men's	  Club	  commissioned	  a	  
	   sefer	  Torah	  to	  be	  written.	  As	  part	  of	  the	  World	  Wide	  Wrap,	  the	  sofer	  attended,	  and	  
	   completed	  the	  Torah	  scroll.	  Two	  days	  later,	  Rabbi	  Erez	  Sherman	  moderated	  a	  panel	  
	   between	  the	  two	  consul	  generals.	  Cantor	  Marcus	  Feldman	  sang	  the	  American,	  Israeli,	  
	   and	  Azerbaijani	  anthems,	  and	  Rabbi	  David	  Wolpe	  presented	  the	  mountain	  Jews	  with	  
	   their	  new	  sefer	  torah.	  The	  Rabbi	  of	  Baku	  was	  in	  attendance	  as	  well	  as	  other	  
	   governmental	  dignitaries	  of	  Azerbaijan.	  There	  is	  a	  recently	  published	  article	  in	  
	   the	  Jewish	  Journal,	  written	  by	  one	  of	  the	  Mountain	  Jews	  who	  was	  present	  that	  
	   evening.	  
	   http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion/article/jews_of_azerbaijan_and_united_states_
in_celebration_of_our_transcendent_con	  	  	  
	   Additionally,	  the	  event	  was	  covered	  by	  the	  newspapers	  in	  Azerbaijan,	  and	  was	  shown	  
	   on	  Azerbaijani	  national	  television.	  

 
 
Detailed Summary - Please answer the following questions.  Be as detailed as possible. 

• What were the goals of your program?  Are there specific problems or challenges that 
it addresses? Our goals were simply to help the Azerbaijani community while fulfilling the 
mitzvah of writing a Torah scroll. In attendance that evening were upwards of 600 people, 
Men's Club, the entire congregation, and those from outside of Sinai Temple who wanted to 
be witness to this historic event. Men's Club of Sinai Temple understands that a greater goal 
is for our club to help Jews around the world. We also wanted to foster the strong political 
and security bonds between Israel and Azerbaijan. One of the attendees who attended the 
panel discussion remarked that they were impressed to learn about the history of the Jews 
of Azerbaijan, the philosophy of the government of that country towards the Jews and other 
religious minorities, and the great relationship that exists between Israel and Azerbaijan, 
including the tremendous amounts of trade. 
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• How does your program enhance the image of FJMC, your region, and your club? 
That evening, there were members of other regional men's club around the Far West region. 
We were honored to host these dignitaries.  

• What is its value in building or strengthening your club?  Sinai Temple Men's Club 
understands that the voice we use inside our building raises the communities of those 
outside our building. Over this past year, we have been able to increase our visible presence 
in the greater synagogue through events like these. 

• Who is your target audience?  (i.e. congregation at large, chapter, community)? We 
started with targeting the Men of our synagogue. Thankfully, we have blossomed out to 
partnering with Sisterhood, ATID(young professionals), and community organizations. 

• How does your program support FJMC’s mission, Involving Jewish Men in Jewish 
Life? Our World Wide Wrap had been rather small in years past. This year, before the sofer 
began, our shacharit was filled with ruach by our Cantor and Rabbi, accompanied with a 
youth choir and piano. In addition, we partnered with our Sinai Temple Religious School to 
make our World Wide Wrap a part of their tefillah that morning. 

• Describe the source of your program and its unique aspects.   Is this an original 
program or an adaptation or enhancement of a previous program (if so, which one)? 
Sinai Temple Men's Club has a particular focus on Israel. Under the leadership of the 
president, Cary Lerman, as well as past president Elie Alyeshmerni, we found out that the 
mountain Jews were in need of the Torah. Elie, during a trip to Israel, found the write sofer 
for this job and began communicating with him. He then asked members of the Sinai 
Temple Men's Club to sponsor part of the writing of the Torah. That Sunday of world wide 
wrap, there were several hundred people who came to witness the completion of the Torah 
scroll, followed by the larger event on that Tuesday. This coming October, a Sinai Temple 
Mens' Club delegation, led by Rabbi David Wolpe will visit Baku for a Shabbat, and will 
read from the Torah that was donated to them. 

• Please attach planning and marketing materials, as well as budgetary planning so the 
program can be replicated by other clubs. 
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Committee/Assignment	   Due	  Date	  
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Task	  
Find	  sofer	   Elie	  Elyashmerni	  

	  
1/1/2015	  

Contact	  Consul	  Generals	   Cary	  Lerman	  
	  

1/1/2015	  
Find	  sponsors	  to	  fund	  
Torah	  ($30-‐40,000)	   Elie	  Elyashmerni	  

	  
1/25/2015	  

Food($3000)	  
	  

Daniel	  Simantob	  
	  

2/3/2015	  
Book	  clergy	   Cary	  Lerman	  

	  
1/15/2015	  

Book	  Sinai	  Temple	  rooms	   Mens'	  Club	  Board	  
	  

2/1/2015	  
Advertise	  World	  Wide	  
Wrap	  	  

Sinai	  Temple	  Communications	  
Dept	   1/15/2015	  

Photographer	  (Volunteer)	   Michael	  Silberstein	  
	  

1/15/2015	  
 

Program Planning / Timeline - Please provide a timeline of the key tasks, participants, and 
responsibilities required in order to make this program work.  This may be provided as an inserted 
table or you may replace and insert as an embedded Excel spreadsheet.  Please be as detailed as 
possible, so that other groups may replicate your success. 
 
 
 
 

Section 5: Certification 
 

I certify that my club has not won a Gold Torch Award for essentially the same 
program in a previous year.   (Previous silver and bronze winners in this category that submit an 
enhanced application only qualify to be considered for a Gold Torch award.) 
Certification: Initials:  _EHS__________ 
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Section 7: Video 
 
If possible, we ask that you please create a 3-5 minute video describing your program.  Feel free to 
be creative in your submission, but try to include the following components:  
-       brief introduction, including name and goal of the program 
-       how did you encourage participation in the program 
-       how did you make the program meaningful to participants 
-       impact of the program to your club, synagogue and community 

DO NOT ATTACH VIDEO TO THIS APPLICATION.   Files are to be uploaded directly to 
YouTube, named in the following format:  

“FJMC Torch Awards 2015_ChapterName_ProgramName_#” 

 
SEE VIDEO LINK AT: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_2Q4niK1x8 

 

 


