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(West Hartford, CT) – How do we help our children embrace Judaism while living in our diverse culture?  What are the tools we need to raise Jewish children, committed to a Jewish future, who are welcoming to everyone? How do we, as Conservative Jews, handle intermarriage today?  It is important in our changing culture that families have the tools, words and ideas to help their children embrace their Judaism and feel committed to its continuity, while at the same time be open and inclusive to people of diverse backgrounds.  Please join Ed Case, Founder and CEO of InterfaithFamily.com, Rabbi Jim Rosen and Laura Kinyon, LCSW, for a breakfast program and conversation about interfaith families on Sunday March 10 at 9:15 a.m. at Beth El Temple. 

Edmund Case grew up in Wethersfield and his parents Beatrice and Lewis Case were founding members of Beth El Temple in the early 60’s.  His father is now 96, his mother is 94 and they live in Westbrook, CT.  Ed’s Bar Mitzvah was the first in what was then Beth El’s "new" sanctuary in April 1963 and the service took place on the weekend when the new sanctuary was dedicated.  Ed went on to graduate from Yale in 1972 and from Harvard Law School in 1975. He practiced law for 22 years and was chairman of the business litigation department of Testa, Hurwitz & Thibeault, a large Boston law firm. In 1999 Case graduated from the Heller-Hornstein Program at Brandeis University with a Master's in both Jewish Communal Service and Management. Case is co-editor of The Guide to Jewish Interfaith Family Life: An InterfaithFamily.com Handbook and has written widely on intermarriage issues.  In November 2001 Case was named to The Forward 50 list of top Jewish leaders.

Co-sponsored by Beth El Temple and the Beth El Men’s Club, the cost for this breakfast program is $7 with an advance RSVP (no charge for Men’s Club members).  The cost for walk-ins (no RSVP) is $10 and $5 for Men’s Club members.  This program is open to the entire community – all are invited to attend.  Please RSVP by Thursday, March 7, 2013 by contacting the Temple office at 860-233-9696 or by registering online at www.bethelwesthartford.org.  Books from www.InterfaithFamily.com and The Jewish Outreach Institute will be available for purchase.

Beth El Temple is a member of the Big Tent Judaism Coalition – we strive to create an inclusive and welcoming Jewish community.  
Beth El Temple is an egalitarian congregation affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. The synagogue strives to create, sustain and strengthen Jewish unity and continuity through personal involvement in meaningful worship, ritual, learning and social action. All are welcome! Located at 2626 Albany Avenue in West Hartford, Beth El is home to worshippers who live in more than a dozen Central Connecticut cities.  For more information, please contact Beth El at (860) 233-9696, on the web at www.bethelwesthartford.org  or friend us on Facebook  http://www.facebook.com/bethelwh.
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